Sunday 5th January 2020

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. This week Josephine Morris is leading the worship service
and Pastor Michael will be bringing the ministry of the word to us.

This week's scripture reading
Daniel 1:1-21 (NIV)

Daniel 1:1-21 (NIV)
Daniel’s Training in Babylon

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God.
These he carried oﬀ to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure
house of his god.
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court oﬃcials, to bring into the king’s
service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4 young men
without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning,
well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He
was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5 The king
assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to
be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.
6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael
and Azariah. 7 The chief oﬃcial gave them new names: to Daniel, the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah,
Abednego.
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he
asked the chief oﬃcial for permission not to defile himself this way. 9 Now God had
caused the oﬃcial to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10 but the oﬃcial told
Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why
should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king
would then have my head because of you.”
11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief oﬃcial had appointed over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us
nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance
with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in
accordance with what you see.” 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten
days.
15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of
the young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food
and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.
17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.
18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief
oﬃcial presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he
found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the
king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king
questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and
enchanters in his whole kingdom.
21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC

Sunday Morning Service
10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting
7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month)
1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alternative Weds)
8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade
6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice
7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service, so please stay for tea
or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny
Mission Coordinator:
Jennifer Lovejoy

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead - Josephine
Music
- Dennis
Vocals
- Janet

Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Janet
- Josephine
- Jenny

PREACHING/WORSHIP ROTA
The January - March 2020 preaching and worship rotas is
published on the church notice board. See church notices for
information on Sunday services and other activities.
SERVICES IN JANUARY
Sunday 5th January
Theme: 'The Wisdom of Daniel'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Daniel 1
Sunday 12th January
FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: 'FSCI 3'
Speaker: Annette Glaw
Scriptures: TBC
Sunday 19th January
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: TBC
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Daniel 2
Sunday 26th January
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'Fire and Faith'
Speaker: Pastor Michael
Scriptures: Daniel 3

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY
Next Sunday, 12th January, Dr. Annette Glaw will be bringing the ministry

of the Word to us. The text is to be confirmed. Pray for Annette as she
prepares the word and we receive with eagerness.

Let's continue praying for Letia and her extended family during this difficult time. Her
sister's funeral will be held in Leeds next week.
Let's continue praying for Margaret's recovery. She was discharged from hospital for
Christmas. Do pray for strength and continued recovery. Pray also for Stan and
extended family in support.
Joyce Pett was hospitalised leading up to the Christmas period. She was also was
discharged to be home for Christmas. An answer to prayer. Do continue praying for
Joyce to gain her strength and recovery.
Do continue to pray for those in our number who are unwell, or have not seen for a
while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring
them all before the Lord in prayer.
Pray for our various ministry works here at NPBC. The Alpha course, our prayer
groups, brigade, foodbank, bible study groups, missions we support... May God
continue to bless all our efforts in His service.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com
If you have an urgent and important prayer concern, please
contact Pastor Michael Lovejoy.
Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Get more information on forthcoming activities at NPBC
on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Sunday Club teachers and staff wish our children and young adults a
happy and blessed New Year! The teaching rota has been published and
can be found on the church noticeboard. Speak to Yinka for further
information on teaching and resources.

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Our next meeting will be on January 7th at 10am.
Please speak to Sue for further details
ALL ARE WELCOME!

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Our next meeting will be on January 8th at 1.45pm.
Hazel Gordon will be leading
ALL ARE WELCOME!

BREAD FOR LIFE

Our next Bible study meeting will be on 8th January at 8pm.
Please speak to Paul for further details
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Alpha at Northolt Park Baptist Church
Saturday 11th January 2020 at 10am - 11.30am
What is Alpha?
We describe Alpha by answering three key questions:
1 What is it?
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith. Each talk looks at a different
question around faith and is designed to create conversation.
2 Where is it?
Alpha is run all around the globe, and everyone’s welcome.

Alpha is run all around the globe, and everyone’s welcome.
3 How does it work?
No two Alphas look the same, but generally they have three key things in common:
food, a talk and good conversation.
Want to know more speak to our pastor

We met with both concrete specialists JBSR and roofing specialist Daniels.
Both presented professionally and were able to reassure us of quality
service in terms of schedule of works, preparation and installation (Answer
to prayer). Both contractors have agreed work will commence in Spring
2020. Date to be finalised in due course. The duration of structural
concrete works around 3 weeks and roofing works around 2 weeks. Let's
continue praying for our church finances to meet the structural costs and
general maintenance costs of our church. Now is the time to prayerfully
consider and start planning our fundraising efforts to meet these building
costs.

Martin and Heike Dolan are presently working in Cyprus with Living Stones
House of Prayer. I have published extracts from their December 2019
newsletter for prayer focus and support.

LIVING STONES HOUSE OF PRAYER
Dear friends,
'Winter has finally arrived in Cyprus. Today it is only 9c outside and it is
pouring down with rain. We are sitting close to the electric radiator,
keeping warm and thinking about the last few months.
Our 6 week internship Closes here at the House of Prayer was one of our
personal highlights this year. It was one of the best we have experienced
during the last 8 years. We were amazed at God’s tangible presence
amongst us. Lives were changed and restored in His presence...'

'...We are so grateful to God for having us here in Cyprus at this time of
our lives. Christian ministry and mission have its challenges! There is a
real personal cost involved in taking up your cross and following Jesus to
the other side of the world. We are now in our fifties, after nearly thirty
years of serving in missions and ten years of happy marriage. We do not
have many material things to speak of such as property or money in the
bank but we do have a rich fulfilling life in a cross-culture setting and the
privilege of serving Jesus as we minister to those of His heart. Whether
they are asylum seekers, widows, the poor, victims of human trafficking or
those pastors and leaders that have been burnt out in Christian ministry.
We have the daily honour of representing God's Kingdom and carrying His
beautiful presence in Cyprus and beyond...'
Thank you for supporting us through your love, prayers and giving.
Thank you for enabling us to do God's will this year as we partner in
building a Kingdom the cannot be shaken.
We wish you a happy and blessed Christmas
Love.
Martin and Heike
Please see mission noticeboard, at the back of our church, for further
information on Martin and Heike's missional endeavour and ministry in
Cyprus. Let's continue to prayerfully support them in His service.

Hope that doesn't disappoint
We are made to hope. Yet, disappointments are a regular thing in people's lives and
most evident at Christmas. Christmas for many, across the country, will be a time of
almost unbearable loneliness, sadness and regret. However, scripture reminds us:
'And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.' Romans 5:5 (NIV). This
was the scripture focus for our Watchnight Service this year. ‘There is a hope that
doesn't put us to shame’. This is despite the challenges a believer faces. Where
do your hopes lay? In Matthew 6:21 we are reminded: 'For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.' The heart focus is important so let's not find
ourselves putting our own pleasure at the very heart of things.
How is this Christian hope developed?
Paul in Romans 5 make a distinction between the believer's hope and the hope in
which the world is established. The 'therefore' at the beginning of chapter 5 is based
on the faith exemplified by Abraham. The author of Hebrews make the same point"
'Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For
by it the elders obtained a good report. Through faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear.' (Hebrews 11:1-3). Paul goes on to make makes clear, our
hope is justified by faith in Christ Jesus.
Everything rests on Christ
The unbeliever is self-reliant and self motivated and driven. The Christian's hope is
totally reliant on Christ and the Holy Spirit. God demonstrated His love in Christ (v8)
This is not only a indisputable fact but can also be a visible and knowable experience
via the Holy Spirit. It's a love that's poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (v5) It's
a hope that does not disappoint or let us down. It’s a certain hope that can only to be
found in Christ. A hope that’s not arrogant – a hope that's based on simple humble
faith. It’s an assured hope of things to come and it’s relational – based on a person
not an abstract philosophy. This hope is our rock and anchor - Jesus Christ. The door
is opened and we are invited to enter by His Grace. It’s a free access, to a universal
call. It is not an exclusive – members only need entry club. What an awful thing to be
outside when the door of Grace is closed. I ask the question again, where does you
hope lay for 2020? Wishing you all a blessed New Year.
Love, as always, in Christ,
Pastor Michael

Please see noticeboard at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by
email rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632
9225 (Manse)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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