Sunday 8th March 2020

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. This week Brett Jordan is leading the worship service and
Olu Falowo will be bringing the ministry of the word.

This Week's Scripture Focus verses 3-6

3 'So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.
4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:
“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those
who love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong.
We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your
commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who
spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the
people of the land.'

This week's scripture reading
Daniel 9 (NIV)
Daniel’s Prayer

9 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler
over the Babylonian[b] kingdom— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood
from the Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet,
that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 3 So I turned to the Lord
God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and
ashes.
4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:
“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have
been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and
laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name
to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land.
7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the
countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 We
and our kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered with shame, Lord, because
we have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even
though we have rebelled against him; 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our God or

kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has
transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.
“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant
of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 12 You
have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us
great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has
been done to Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster
has come on us, yet we have not sought the favour of the Lord our God by turning
from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring
the disaster on us, for the Lord our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we
have not obeyed him.
15 “Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we
have done wrong. 16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your
anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the
iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn
to all those around us.
17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake,
Lord, look with favour on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear;
open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not
make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.
19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not
delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”
The Seventy “Sevens”

20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people
Israel and making my request to the Lord my God for his holy hill— 21 while I was
still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift
flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He instructed me and said to me,
“Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 23 As soon as you
began to pray, a word went out, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly
esteemed. Therefore, consider the word and understand the vision:
24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to
finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most
Holy Place.
25 “Know and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and
rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven
‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in
times of trouble. 26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death

times of trouble. 26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death
and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and
the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and
desolations have been decreed. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one
‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at
the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is
decreed is poured out on him.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC

Sunday Morning Service
10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting
7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month)
1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alternative Weds)
8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade
6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice
7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service, so please stay for tea
or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny
Mission Coordinator:
Jennifer Lovejoy

Mission Coordinator:

Jennifer Lovejoy

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Brett Jordan
- Dennis
- Janet
- Jenny
- Josephine
- Jemma

PREACHING/WORSHIP ROTA
The January - March 2020 preaching and worship rotas is
published on the church notice board. See church notices for
information on Sunday services and other activities.
SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
Sunday 1st March
Theme: 'It's not the Power of the Goat or Ram, but the Lamb'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Daniel 8
Sunday 8th March
FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: 'Daniel's Prayer'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Daniel 9
Sunday 15th March
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'Angelic Conflict'

Theme: 'Angelic Conflict'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: Daniel 10
Sunday 22nd March
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'The Man of Sin'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Daniel 11

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY
Next Sunday, 15th March, Dr. Annette Glaw will be bringing the ministry of
the Word to us. The text is taken from Daniel 10. Pray for Annette as
she prepares the word and we receive with eagerness.

Tanner and Kristiana returned to the UK safely. It was indeed a productive and an
encouraging outcome to conclude matters. This is indeed answer to prayer. We give
thanks and praise for this young family.
Continue to pray for Margaret C. Pray she will continue to gain her strength and
recover fully from her recent illness.
Pray for all our baptism candidates. The Alpha course is proving a encouraging
support to all concerned. The Alpha course is being conducted directly after our
Sunday service.
Jacob's dad was Baptised in Hull last week. We give God praise and thanks for this
wonderful news. Do also continue praying for Jacob. Especially for his family reunion
to happen sooner rather than later.

Do continue praying for those in our number who are unwell, or have not seen
for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others.
Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.
Pray for our various ministry works here at NPBC. The Alpha course, our
prayer groups, brigade, foodbank, bible study groups, missions we support...
May God continue to bless all our efforts in His service.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com
If you have an urgent and important prayer concern, please
contact Pastor Michael Lovejoy.
Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Get more information on forthcoming activities at NPBC
on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th March at 10am.
Please speak to Sue Blake for further details
ALL ARE WELCOME!

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Our next meeting will be on 1st April at 1.45pm.
Hazel Gordon will be leading

Hazel Gordon will be leading
ALL ARE WELCOME!

BREAD FOR LIFE

Our next Bible study meeting will be on 18th March at 8pm.
Please speak to Paul Simpson for further details
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Alpha at Northolt Park Baptist Church
Sunday 23rd February 2020 at 12pm - 1.30pm
Week 7
Jesus in Mark 6
You are invited to Alpha for a light lunch (within reason), even better conversation and
talks that make you think. If you come along, we won’t call you after, write, or ask you
to pick up the cheque — the balls are completely in your court. What have you got to
lose?
Want to know more speak to our pastor

We have launched a 'Building Fund' to help us pay for the £50,000 church
buildings repair bill now that we have engaged the two contractors JBSR to
do the concrete repairs and Daniels Roofing for roof repairs to start in the
coming Spring. We would value people's prayers for this project. There is a
donation box to be kept at the back of the church if people want to give
towards this. For any tax payer who wish to Gift Aid their donation so that
we can reclaim the tax paid on it and increase the value of the donation
with no extra cost to themselves, please could they see Janet to make a
Gift Aid Declaration if you have not done so already. Also if the fund raised
exceeds the cost of the repairs, any surplus will be used for general
purposes, so that the fund will not be restricted.

Evangelical Congregational Church - Haskovo Bulgaria
http://www.church-haskovo.com/

http://www.church-haskovo.com/
Dear brothers and sisters from Northolt Park Baptist Church,
we are so happy and thankful to God and to you for our partnership in His kingdom.
The past two months were very busy and full of challenges for us in the Evangelical
Church in Haskovo.
In January we had our annual meeting during which we were able to thank God for
His blessings in 2019 and to pray that during 2020 He will continue giving us
graciously His wisdom and guidance that we might be able to recognise and fulfil His
sovereign will in 2020.
I’ll try to leave aside all the administrative matters and expect that the Holy Spirit will
direct me through the Word towards the very needs of His people and to be fruitful in
reaching the perishing.
God is doing wonders in the life of the needy people in the church like Vxxxx and His
daughter, Dxxx and Vxxx and her family. For example Vxxxx had to pay unexpected
rent for three months for the apartment given to him by the Municipality of Haskovo
and he was very frustrated. But praise the Lord an anonymous person provided the
sum, not knowing about this, and it was what he needed. This encouraged him in
such a way that he shared this with the others in the church. It was a wonderful
celebration of God’s mercies for the whole Body of Christ in that Sunday! Through all
this the Lord has opened a wide door for our friendship and devotionals at his
apartment.
God met me with a person addicted to alcohol named xxxx, and I used my contacts to
provide for him a place in a Cristian commune centre for addicted. All the details
related with his entering the centre were prepared and guided by our merciful God in
such a wonderful way – although we had to wait for a place, the Lord accomplished it
just before the winter storm! Yesterday, when a phoned there, xxxx was such an
encouragement for him, his voice was so fresh!
From the beginning of the New year I started a distant Bible study with a family every
evening on the attributes of God for strengthening their faith while they are struggling
with their unexpected child’s decease.
Two weeks ago, while I was walking in the city, the Lord met me with two unbelievers
in material needs and gave me opportunity and resources to share the Gospel with
them after meeting their needs. Such a delight!

Praise to God for:
the children from dysfunctional families who came at the church meeting to
receive the Christmas shoe boxes and that I was able to share the Gospel to
them.
putting in the heart of good people desire to support Vxxxxx and his daughter,
Dxxx, Vxxxx and her family.
being able to give encouragement and support to two new people in the city

being able to give encouragement and support to two new people in the city
which is direct answer of the prayer about new horizons for helping socialy
outcast people.
Our time with Hxxxx – 50 years old person from Rxxxx who is alcoholic and that
God used me to provide a place for him in the Christian commune centre for
people struggling with addictions.
The Bible study every evening on the attributes of God
We highly appreciate your prayers about:
Dxxx to be able to find a job
my father who is facing serious gland surgery
Georgi, Tanya and their son – 5 years old Nikola – for God's wisdom, healing
and patience while struggling with Nxxxx's Rxxxxxx epilepsy and that they may
stay close to Him.
Vxxxx and his daughter, Dxxxx, Vxxxx and her family - that they will be focused
on the Lord.
Follow up with the two people from the meeting two weeks ago.
God's grace for preparation of the Easter season 2020. 
May God bless you abundantly for supporting us in advancing His Kingdom.
Your grateful brother in Christ,
Deyan

Please see NPBC noticeboard for further information and prayer focus.

Evangelical Congregational Church
47 Dobrudja str.
Haskovo 6300
Bulgaria
mobile phone +359888047607
e-mail: esc_haskovo@abv.bg

The Cross Connection
God is love. Love is the foundation on which our salvation is established. That's a
vertical connection, God choosing to pierce human history with His light in an
otherwise dark meaningless world. The 'Cross' forms a number of relationship
connections. We maybe saved, but we're not free from oppression, captivity and sin.
This position is expressed wonderfully, in a prayer, by Mother Teresa.
Love expressed in an unexpected way
'O God, we pray for all those in our world who are suffering from injustice: For those
who are discriminated against because of their race, colour or religion; For those
imprisoned for working for the relief of oppression; For those who are hounded for
speaking the inconvenient truth; For those tempted to violence as a cry against
overwhelming hardship; For those deprived of reasonable health and education; For
those suffering from hunger and famine; For those too weak to help themselves and
who have no one else to help them; For the unemployed who cry out for work but do
not find it.
We pray for anyone of our acquaintance who is personally affected by injustice.
Forgive us, Lord, if we unwittingly share in the conditions or in a system that
perpetuates injustice. Show us how we can serve your children and make your love
practical by washing their feet.'
Mother Teresa
Looking Above for an Earthly Vision
Mother Teresa's prayer looks, above, to God in repentance, for direction and service.
The plight of humanity is made clear, in her prayer. It's a horizontal relationship
problem. Horizontal mentality and vision works best when it's connected to
our already established vertical source (In Christ). Any missional vision and outreach
often presents challenge in the form of walls, obstacles, barriers...etc. However, we

often presents challenge in the form of walls, obstacles, barriers...etc. However, we
are encouraged to: 'build bridges, build communities and build discipleship.'Scriptures
quote Jesus saying: 'If you love me... feed my lambs and sheep. The 'Cross'
forms both a vertical and horizontal connection. A symbol of both suffering and hope.
Suffering prior to resurrection. The challenge is to build with this truth. However, we
are not alone. We are co-workers with Christ on this building project. An Upward
mentality, reflects an outward reality. Jesus said: if you love me keep my
commandments. (John 14:15) We are an 'Easter' Sunday' people, living in a 'Good
Friday' world!
Love, as always, in Christ,
Pastor Michael

Please see noticeboard at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by
email rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632
9225 (Manse)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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