Sunday 15th March 2020

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. This week Hazel Gordan is leading the worship service
and Dr. Annette Glaw will be bringing the ministry of the word.
Communion will be officiated by Rev. Michael Lovejoy.

Scripture Focus verses 10-12

Daniel's Prayers are Heard
10 A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11 He
said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am
about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And
when he said this to me, I stood up trembling. 12 Then he continued, “Do not be
afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding
and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have
come in response to them.

This week's scripture reading
Daniel 10 (NIV)
Daniel’s Vision of a Man

'In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel (who was
called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it concerned a great war. The
understanding of the message came to him in a vision.

understanding of the message came to him in a vision.
2 At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. 3 I ate no choice food; no meat or
wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.
4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the
great river, the Tigris, 5 I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen,
with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. 6 His body was like topaz, his
face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of
burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.
7 I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; those who were with me did not see
it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 8 So I was
left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly
pale and I was helpless. 9 Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell
into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.
10 A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11 He said,
“Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to
speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he said this
to me, I stood up trembling.
12 Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your
mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words
were heard, and I have come in response to them. 13 But the prince of the Persian
kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came
to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 14 Now I have
come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision
concerns a time yet to come.”
15 While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the ground and was
speechless. 16 Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I opened my
mouth and began to speak. I said to the one standing before me, “I am overcome
with anguish because of the vision, my lord, and I feel very weak. 17 How can I, your
servant, talk with you, my lord? My strength is gone and I can hardly breathe.”
18 Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me strength. 19 “Do
not be afraid, you who are highly esteemed,” he said. “Peace! Be strong now; be
strong.” When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Speak, my lord, since
you have given me strength.”
20 So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight
against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come; 21 but
first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports me against
them except Michael, your prince.'

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC

Sunday Morning Service
10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting
7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month)
1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alternative Weds)
8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade
6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice
7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service, so please stay for tea
or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny
Mission Coordinator:
Jennifer Lovejoy

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris

Josephine Morris
Janet Yau
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Hazel Gordan
- Dennis
- Janet
- Jenny
- Josephine
- Jemma

PREACHING / WORSHIP ROTA
The January - March 2020 preaching and worship rotas is
published on the church notice board. See church notices for
information on Sunday services and other activities.
SERVICES IN MARCH
Sunday 1st March
Theme: 'It's not the Power of the Goat or Ram, but the Lamb'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Daniel 8
Sunday 8th March
FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: 'Daniel's Prayer'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Daniel 9
Sunday 15th March
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'Angelic Conflict'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: Daniel 10
Sunday 22nd March
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'The Man of Sin'

Theme: 'The Man of Sin'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Daniel 11

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
Next Sunday, 22nd March, Rev. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. The text is taken from Daniel 11. Pray for
Michael as he prepares the word and we receive with eagerness.

Media news report the Coronavirus spreading nationally in the UK. Pray for
wisdom and direction with government leadership and for our NHS system
working at breaking point. Its been reported the elderly and people with preexisting medical conditions are more at risk with the virus. Hopefully with selfisolation measures and minimal large public engagements the virus spread can
be slowed and isolated with time.
Let's continue praying for Margaret C. Pray she will continue to gain her
strength and recover fully from her recent illness.
Pray for the Alpha course. Alpha is proving an encouraging support to all
concerned. The Alpha course is being conducted directly after our Sunday
service.
Give thanks and praise for the Brigade. It was a blessing seeing children and
young people receive their awards on Sunday. Do continue to pray for all our
Brigade staff, children and parents/guardians.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are unwell, or have not seen
for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others.
Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.

Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.
Pray for our various ministry works here at NPBC. The Alpha course, our
prayer groups, brigade, foodbank, bible study groups, missions we support...
May God continue to bless all our efforts in His service.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com
If you have an urgent and important prayer concern, please
contact Pastor Michael Lovejoy.
Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Get more information on forthcoming activities at NPBC
on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 17th March at 10am.
Please speak to Sue Blake for further details
ALL ARE WELCOME!

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Our next meeting will be on 1st April at 1.45pm.
Sue Blake will be leading, please bring something to share.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

BREAD FOR LIFE

Our next Bible study meeting will be on 18th March at 8pm.
Please speak to Paul Simpson for further details
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Alpha at Northolt Park Baptist Church
Sunday 15th March 2020 at 12.15pm - 2pm
Week 7
Jesus in Mark 6
You are invited to Alpha for a light lunch (within reason), even better conversation and
talks that make you think. If you come along, we won’t call you after, write, or ask you
to pick up the cheque — the balls are completely in your court. What have you got to
lose?
Want to know more speak to our pastor

We have launched a 'Building Fund' to help us pay for the £50,000 church
buildings repair bill now that we have engaged the two contractors JBSR to
do the concrete repairs and Daniels Roofing for roof repairs to start in the
coming Spring. We would value people's prayers for this project. There is a
donation box to be kept at the back of the church if people want to give
towards this. For any tax payer who wish to Gift Aid their donation so that
we can reclaim the tax paid on it and increase the value of the donation
with no extra cost to themselves, please could they see Janet to make a
Gift Aid Declaration if you have not done so already. Also if the fund raised
exceeds the cost of the repairs, any surplus will be used for general
purposes, so that the fund will not be restricted.
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR KIND AND GENEROUS DONATIONS!

Evangelical Congregational Church - Haskovo Bulgaria
http://www.church-haskovo.com/
Dear brothers and sisters from Northolt Park Baptist Church,
we are so happy and thankful to God and to you for our partnership in His kingdom.

The past two months were very busy and full of challenges for us in the Evangelical
Church in Haskovo.
In January we had our annual meeting during which we were able to thank God for
His blessings in 2019 and to pray that during 2020 He will continue giving us
graciously His wisdom and guidance that we might be able to recognise and fulfil His
sovereign will in 2020.
I’ll try to leave aside all the administrative matters and expect that the Holy Spirit will
direct me through the Word towards the very needs of His people and to be fruitful in
reaching the perishing.
God is doing wonders in the life of the needy people in the church like Vxxxx and His
daughter, Dxxx and Vxxx and her family. For example Vxxxx had to pay unexpected
rent for three months for the apartment given to him by the Municipality of Haskovo
and he was very frustrated. But praise the Lord an anonymous person provided the
sum, not knowing about this, and it was what he needed. This encouraged him in
such a way that he shared this with the others in the church. It was a wonderful
celebration of God’s mercies for the whole Body of Christ in that Sunday! Through all
this the Lord has opened a wide door for our friendship and devotionals at his
apartment.
God met me with a person addicted to alcohol named xxxx, and I used my contacts to
provide for him a place in a Cristian commune centre for addicted. All the details
related with his entering the centre were prepared and guided by our merciful God in
such a wonderful way – although we had to wait for a place, the Lord accomplished it
just before the winter storm! Yesterday, when a phoned there, xxxx was such an
encouragement for him, his voice was so fresh!
From the beginning of the New year I started a distant Bible study with a family every
evening on the attributes of God for strengthening their faith while they are struggling
with their unexpected child’s decease.
Two weeks ago, while I was walking in the city, the Lord met me with two unbelievers
in material needs and gave me opportunity and resources to share the Gospel with
them after meeting their needs. Such a delight!

Praise to God for:
the children from dysfunctional families who came at the church meeting to
receive the Christmas shoe boxes and that I was able to share the Gospel to
them.
putting in the heart of good people desire to support Vxxxxx and his daughter,
Dxxx, Vxxxx and her family.
being able to give encouragement and support to two new people in the city
which is direct answer of the prayer about new horizons for helping socialy
outcast people.

Our time with Hxxxx – 50 years old person from Rxxxx who is alcoholic and that
God used me to provide a place for him in the Christian commune centre for
people struggling with addictions.
The Bible study every evening on the attributes of God
We highly appreciate your prayers about:
Dxxx to be able to find a job
my father who is facing serious gland surgery
Georgi, Tanya and their son – 5 years old Nikola – for God's wisdom, healing
and patience while struggling with Nxxxx's Rxxxxxx epilepsy and that they may
stay close to Him.
Vxxxx and his daughter, Dxxxx, Vxxxx and her family - that they will be focused
on the Lord.
Follow up with the two people from the meeting two weeks ago.
God's grace for preparation of the Easter season 2020. 
May God bless you abundantly for supporting us in advancing His Kingdom.
Your grateful brother in Christ,
Deyan

Please see NPBC noticeboard for further information and prayer focus.

Evangelical Congregational Church
47 Dobrudja str.
Haskovo 6300
Bulgaria
mobile phone +359888047607
e-mail: esc_haskovo@abv.bg

Becoming an Autism Friendly Church
I recently attended a seminar on becoming an autism friendly church at LST.
Although global autism figures were given, more recent studies of autism indicate that
1.1% of the population in the UK may be on the autism spectrum. 'This means that
over 700,000 people in the UK may be autistic, The lack of understanding can make it
difficult for people on the autism spectrum to have their condition recognised and to
access the support they need. Misconceptions can lead to some autistic people
feeling isolated and alone. This can also lead to abuse and bullying in extreme cases.
Autism and learning disabilities
'It is more than 50 years since Leo Kanner first described his classic autistic
syndrome.' Since then, the results of research and clinical work have led to the
broadening of the concept of the autism spectrum. Not all autistic people have
learning difficulties. The question that's often asked is, what proportion of autistic
people have a learning disability? Education Psychologist, in UK, report between 44%
- 52% of autistic people may have a learning disability. However, between 48% - 56%
of autistic people do not have a learning disability. Autism is complex. Often the
responsibility for learning development and mental health care is with our state
education system, and the NHS. In my more recent visit to Los Angeles last year, I
was shocked at the number of homeless living on the street in LA. I spoke to an
American about their homeless situation. The response sadly was: 'this is the reality
of our mental health care provision and policy in LA. It's what you see on the
streets.' In the UK our health care system is at breaking point. Police are having to
adapt and deal with crime at a social level while the government talk investing more
money for care in community.
An Autism Friendly Church
I have two loving grandchildren with special needs. I have an autistic grandson and
another grandson with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). One makes
noise and the other doesn't like loud noise. We have 3 children and an adult who are
somewhere on the autistic spectrum who visit our church. Are we doing enough to

somewhere on the autistic spectrum who visit our church. Are we doing enough to
make the Gospel more accessible to someone with autism and special needs? How
accessible is our worship? Do we struggle with resources and teaching strategies for
children with autism? Are we meeting the needs of carers? It was wonderful
listening to Craig Johnson's experiences with his autistic son and his global
'Special Needs' ministry. I personally picked up some helpful information and insights.
If you would like some more information on the ministry Craig and his team
undertake, please click onto the Craig Johnson web link www.championsclub.org Its
aims to develop a space and programme in churches that engages children with
special needs. There are subscription costs involved in accessing resource material,
however, the team are willing and open to meet with the reality of poor church
finances.
Let me conclude with Scripture, (Luke 17:1-3). Under the title 'Sin, Faith and Duty'
Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come,
but woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them to be
thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these
little ones to stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.
Love, as always, in Christ,
Pastor Michael

Please see noticeboard at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by
email rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632
9225 (Manse)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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