Sunday 15th September 2019

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Brett Jordan is leading the
worship service and Revd. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing
the ministry of the word.

This Sunday 15th September

This week's scripture reading

COMMUNION SERVICE

(Genesis 3:1-19) NIV

Theme: 'The Nature of
Sin'

The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the
wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit
from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will
die.’”
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4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they realized they were
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made
coverings for themselves.
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8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God
called to the man, “Where are you?”
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you
not to eat from?”
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me
—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is
this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I
ate.”
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because
you have done this,
“Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.
15 And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
16 To the woman he said,
“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
with painful labor you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”
17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your
wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
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and you will eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food
until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;
for dust you are
and to dust you will return.”
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service 10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny
Mission Coordinator:
Jenny Lovejoy

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris

Prime Minister Mr. Boris
Johnson 'won't be
deterred' from Brexit on
31 October. Whether your
a brexiter, remainder or
uncertain, Brexit has
become a very emotive
issue. It's often very
difficult to tolerate a
different point of view,
because what people
believe is often very deep
and linked to their
individuality. Let's
continue praying for our
political leaders of the UK

Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead - Brett Jordan
Music
- Dennis
Vocals
- Janet
Vocals
- Josephine
Vocals
- Jenny

Our Church members meeting will be held on
Sunday 22nd September at 2pm. The agenda
covers a range of ministry, pastoral and practical
structural building matters. We are a praying
community who believe God will direct and meet our
needs. All are welcome to attend, however, voting is
restricted to church members. It's also a bring and
share lunch.

Lynn Green is General
Secretary of our Baptist
Union. In her recent
article entitled 'Here's the
reality', she spotlights two
points. Firstly: 'The Lord is
challenging us about
renewing our sense of
family connection' and
secondly went on to say:
'we are a generation that
together can face reality
and take responsibility.'
This was within the
context of praying, giving
and getting involved with
the Baptists Together
Home Mission vision. For
more information on
Baptists Together
ministries here's the link
below.
https://www.baptist.org.uk/

Lisa had her hand
operation this week. She
is experiencing
considerable
postoperative pain. Pray
Lisa will heal and
hopefully regain greater
extended movement in
her finger with
physiotherapy support
and time. Continue to also
pray for the NHS

provision in our country.

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.

Baptism Service - Sunday 6th October
Baptism and Church Membership Classes will
continue this Sunday directly after service. If you,
or anyone else you may know, feel may benefit
from an introduction class to the bible or want to be
baptised and want to prepare for church
membership. Please contact our pastor Michael.

On a lighter note. I saw
this image and I thought it
needed a caption,
hopefully it will make you
smile: 'You otter apologise
for stealing all my clams.
That was very shellfish of
you.' Smile!

Pray for our various
ministry works here at
NPBC. Our prayer
groups, brigade,
foodbank, bible study
groups, missions we
support... May God
continue to bless all our
efforts in His service.

Let's continue praying for our church finances to
meet the structural costs and general maintenance
costs of our church. Pray we select the right
contractors to undertake the works that's so

Do continue prayer for all
our baptism candidates:
Tanner, Kristiana ,
Jacqueline, Dolu,
Precious and Mehrshad
who are preparing for

contractors to undertake the works that's so
needed to make safe/preserve structural defects
and any new works as required.

THE NEXT MEETING
17th September 2019 at 10.00am
ALL ARE WELCOME!

who are preparing for
baptism and church
membership.

Pray for Michael as he
prepares the ministry of
the word for this coming
Sunday.

Let us pray for you

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd
October 1.45pm. Speak to Hazel Gordon for further
details.

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com
If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

The next 'Bread for Life' meeting will be on Wednesday
18th September at 8pm. We are studying the book of
Judges. Please speak to Paul for further details.

When newshoots don't grow
More recently my interest in indoor plants has grown (No pun intended). This has given
rise to more frequent visits to garden centres. We have around 20 different types of indoor
plants around the manse. All growing healthy. However, there is one that's not doing too
well. It's amazing how much of my time is spent on care and maintenance of this one plant.
So many questions: have I overwatered, is it being overfed, is there enough light or is it
requiring less light or maybe just too much love and attention is being given. No one likes
plants dying, yet professional gardeners often talk about their crop failures and lessons
hopefully learned.
The seeds of faith
The New Testament is scattered with agricultural imagery. Jesus speaks of the Kingdom of
God as like a mustard seed – the smallest of seeds which becomes substantially large
plants (Mark 4:30-32); Jesus speaks of the sower, who perseveres through disappointment
and failure, and sees the good ground yield amazing results (Mark 4:1-20). He speaks of
God as the ‘Lord of the Harvest’, and encourages his disciples to pray that workers might
be sent into the harvest field (Matthew 9:38); and He speaks of the need for pruning (John
15:2), and of the belief in death and resurrection – the seed ‘dying’ to ‘produce many
seeds’ (John 12:24).
So who's doing the growing, who's doing the sending and why?
Numerical growth, when it happens, is a blessing. Luke records the daily rapid growth of
Early Christian believers. The Parable of the Sower found in Matthew 13:8 reminds
us: 'Still some seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty
times what was sown.' I have frequently asked the question why then is the UK hard and
stony ground spiritually? We shouldn't underestimate the challenge of growing churches in
today’s climate, yet we are also reminded in scripture: 'So neither the one who plants nor

today’s climate, yet we are also reminded in scripture: 'So neither the one who plants nor
the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.' (1 Corinthians
3:7) The whole language of ‘sending’ and ‘being sent’ is fundamental to our understanding
of the New Testament. A Church of England article on Transforming Churches writes: 'God
sent His Son; the Father and Son send the Spirit; and Father, Son and Spirit send the
Church to fulfil God’s plan of salvation for the world He loves.' We are a missional people
sent by God. Therefore, we at NPBC want to know Christ and make Him known.
Love, to you all, in Christ,
Pastor Michael

THIS MONTH'S MISSION PRAYER FOCUS

THIS MONTH'S MISSION PRAYER FOCUS
Revd.David and Revd.Michelle Mahon
children Jonathan, Ruth and Phoebe
(Mission in Iquitos Peru)

(Mission in Iquitos Peru)
Dear Friends,
After almost three months away we have finally arrived back in Iquitos again. On our final
leg of the trip, we began to experience again this unique city. The sights and sounds of this
heavily populated city in the jungle, it’s hustle and bustle along with the usual smells, really
gave us a sense of relief to be back again. Our girls responded to being back, with a roar
of noise and singing on the back seat of the car. It’s official, were ‘home’ again.
During our time on Home Assignment, we had the privilege of visiting some of our partner
churches. We want to express our gratitude to you all. Your hospitality, understanding and
encouragement has made this a time of great enrichment for each of us. Thank You!
As I write the children are settling back into school. We would appreciate your prayers for
them as each reconnect with their studies, teachers and friends again.
Prayers especially for Ruth and Phoebe seemed to who have forgotten all their Spanish!
Fortunately, the teachers have been very understanding.
Michele and I have already completed our first meeting with staff and Pastor’s here in
Iquitos. We would appreciate your prayers for the following opportunities.
Back in April, Michele had the opportunity to visit Santo Tomas, a small village on the River
Nanay. There is another group of folks seeking baptism and discipleship. Prayers that we
can respond to this need once again. For a video clip of Michele describing a little of what
it was like click on River Nanay trip.
We will be reconnecting again with association churches. Please pray that our ministry will
be effective and our communication clear, whilst we seek to encourage and to celebrate
what God is doing here already.
A few of the churches are located over water or in remote locations with little signage. As a
result, some of the addresses may not have a street name on google maps! Click here to
view.
You can follow David and Michelle's mission journey on their Padding Bear Blog.
link https://paddingtonbearblog.wordpress.com/blog/

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Food Bank - Local Community Outreach)
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade - Local children's Mission Outreach)
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon

Living Stones House of Prayer - Cyprus
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International) - David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
* Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority.

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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