Sunday 28th April 2019
Northolt Park Baptist Church Weekly Newsletter

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Jennifer Lovejoy is leading the
worship service and Revd. Martin Hopwood will be
preaching.

Judaism re-enacts the Passover (Pesach) every year and this
year Passover was celebrated between the evening of Friday 19th
April to the evening of Saturday 27th April 2019.

'Rota for this Sunday
'Mission Prayer Focus
Sunday'
Theme: 'Passover'

Theme: 'Passover'
Speaker: Revd. Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Jenny
Scripture: Exodus 12:151, Mark 14:12-17, 22-26
Scripture Reader: Paul
Sunday Club: Margaret R.
Creche: Lisa
Greeters: Margaret C.
Teas/Coﬀees: Paul

This week's scripture reading
(Mark 14:12-26) NIV
The Last Supper
12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened
Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the
Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where
do you want us to go and make preparations for you
to eat the Passover?”
13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go
into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the
house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for
us there.”
16 The disciples left, went into the city and found
things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared
the Passover.

Services in April 2019
Sunday 7th April
Theme: Endurance,
Renewal & Restoration
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Sue
Scripture: Job 31:1-14 Job 42:10-17
Scripture Reader: Nicola
Music Lead: Dennis
Sunday Club: Yinka
Creche: Nicola
Greeters: Roy
Teas/Coﬀees: Sue

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who
dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man
will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better
for him if he had not been born.”

Sunday 14th April
'Family Service'
Theme: Palm Sunday
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Brett
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: Matthew 21:111
Scripture Reader: Pat
Sunday Club: TBC

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”

Creche: TBC
Greeters: Letia
Teas/Coﬀees: Cynthia

17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the
Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at the table
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will
betray me—one who is eating with me.”
19 They were saddened, and one by one they said
to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?”

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from it.
24 “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is

Sunday 21st April
'Communion Service'

24 “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is
poured out for many,” he said to them. 25 “Truly I tell
you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of
God.”
26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.

'Communion Service'
Theme: 'Resurrection'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: Luke 24:1-11
Scripture Reader: Lisa
Sunday Club: Yinka
Creche: Tanner &
Kristinia
Greeters: Naomi
Teas/Coﬀees: Brett
Sunday 28th April
'Mission Prayer Focus'
Theme: TBC
Speaker: Rev. Martin
Hopwood

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service 10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm

Worship Lead: Jenny
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: Exodus 12:151, Mark 14:12-17, 22-26
Scripture Reader: Paul
Sunday Club: Margaret R
Creche: Lisa
Greeters: Margaret Carey

Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.

mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them
all before the Lord in
prayer.

Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Jenny Lovejoy
- iSing Worship
- Jenny
- Josephine
- Dennis

We have had wonderful
weather over the Easter
holiday period. However,
we now have the soon
coming late May Bank
holidays to now look
forward to. Smile!
Pray as our children and
young adults return to
schools, colleges and
universities. Let's be
prayerful focused on our
educational system at all
levels. Pray for our
teaching staff and
children. Pray for a safe
environment that's
conducive to learning and
for achieving.

Media news reports at

Let's continue praying as we discuss and plan the
next phase our church development in His service.

least 250+ people died in
the wave of bombings on
Sunday, which targeted
churches and hotels in
Colombo. Let's be
prayerful as we consider
the loss of life and the
pain of bereavement this
will undoubtedly bring to
loved ones and families.
Pray for a country and
community that's still in
shock. Pray for a peaceful
outcome to what can only
be described as an evil

be described as an evil
and cowardly act on
worshiping and
innocent communities.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 30th April
at 10 am. Our studies will be in the book of Job.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Let's continue praying for
the Brexit talks. Pray God
will give wisdom and
direction with all
negotiations and any
agreements will serve our
nation and maintain
relations with the EU and
rest of the world.

Let us pray for you

The Wednesday Fellowship meeting will resume
1st May and there after on the first Wednesday of
each month. Hazel Gordon will be leading this
meeting.
ALL ARE MOST WELCOME!

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com
If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

Biblical Hermeneutics (The branch of knowledge that deals with the
interpretation of the Bible)
‘'I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their
suffering.' (Exodus 3:7)
Is the Exodus just about liberating people from political oppression?
In introducing liberationist biblical hermeneutics, we should consider the
process, purpose and function of liberation hermeneutics. However, the
point of liberative hermeneutics was to produce good theology, specific to
the situation that would be relevant and helpful to people. It has both
a practical and a theoretical focus intended to be useful in a pastoral
context. This is an opportunity to explore this biblical passages which
supports different methods of liberation within Biblical hermeneutics.
What is the process of Liberationist Biblical Hermeneutics?
Robert C. Mesle, in his book Process Theology, outlines a number

of aspects within liberation process theology. There is a relational
character to the divine which allows God to experience both the joy and
suffering of humanity Firstly: 'God suffers just as those who experience
oppression. Secondly: 'God seeks to actualize all positive and beautiful
potentials. Thirdly: 'God must, therefore, be in solidarity with the
oppressed and must also work for their liberation. God exercises relational
power and not unilateral control. In this way God cannot instantly end evil
and oppression in the world. God works in relational ways to help guide
persons to liberation. God is not omnipotent in the classical sense and so
God does not provide support for the status quo, but rather seeks the
actualisation of greater good.'
What is the purpose of Liberationist Biblical Hermeneutics?
Leonardo Boff put the purpose of liberation Biblical hermeneutics very
succinctly when he wrote: 'The liberation theologian goes to the scriptures
bearing the whole weight of the problems, sorrows, and hopes of the poor,
seeking light and inspiration from the divine word. The point of liberative
hermeneutics was to produce good theology, specific to the situation that
would be relevant and helpful to the people. It has a practical rather than a
theoretical focus and was intended to be useful in a pastoral context. Boff
specified that this way of doing theology is not the only one, nor
necessarily the best one. However, he thought it was the one best suited
to the circumstances.
What is the function of Liberationist Biblical Hermeneutics?
Liberative hermeneutics functions within a hermeneutic mediation. Their
role is to make clear God's judgement on the specific situation by
comparing the people's circumstances to relevant Biblical teachings. The
function of liberative biblical hermeneutics is made implicit in Boff’s quote:
'Once they have understood the real situation of the oppressed,
theologians have to ask: What has the word of God to say about this?'
Leonardo Boff set out three meditations as a way of explaining how to
move from accepted practice to act on scripture. The three mediations
are as follows:
1. A sociological and analytical mediation by analysing society. (To
see what needs changing) It's a socio-analytic mediation (seeing)
mediation to see and understand the problems within society.
2. A Hermeneutical mediation (interpreting society) To judge how best to
change it) A mediation that uses the Bible to judge society and work out
whether or not it fits with God's plan for the world.
3. A practical mediation (To act by doing something practical to change it,
which involves correct conduct, both ethical and
liturgical) Therefore, orthodoxy within Liberationist hermeneutics means
'right belief' and orthopraxis means 'right action'. Liberation theologians
would say that traditional Christianity has traditionally placed too much

would say that traditional Christianity has traditionally placed too much
emphasis on right belief (orthodoxy) and not enough on right action
(orthopraxis).
Boff described liberation theology as dialectical because it comes from the
interaction between faith (theory) and love (action). The aim of liberation
theology is to liberate people and in order to do this effectively the
theologian must know what problems they face. Ultimately, the aim is to
produce good liberating theology, but Boff said: '...what we want to stress
here is that this is impossible without at least some contact with the world
of the oppressed. Personal contact is necessary if one is to acquire new
theological sensibilities.' It is impossible to do liberation theology without
experiencing the lives of the people that you want to liberate. Boff said
that living alongside the poor gave liberation theologians a 'new spirit' and
enabled them to do theology in a new way. Traditionally, theology was
done in universities by learned men who were perhaps somewhat
removed from the real world.
In Closing
Pastorally, good Biblical hermeneutics produces good theology, specific to
a situation that would be relevant and helpful to a contemporary people.
Theological expressions sometimes require practical demonstrations.
More often, in practice, it is a practical rather than a spiritual or theoretical
focus that has been useful in many of my pastoral contexts. This way of
doing theology is not the only one, nor necessarily the best one. However,
good theological development involves understanding the real situation of
people i.e. their personal, social, ethical, moral, along with their physical
and spiritual needs, and then by referring to the word of God, to form
theological views and applications. There is no substitute for pastoral
visits and knowing your flock. The Good Shepherd knew his flock and the
sheep know His voice. A theology of servanthood with an attitude of
serving others primarily serves Christ. This biblical understanding
continues to support my engagement in pastoral care through teaching,
preaching and discipleship. Pastorally, points to which I hope to aspire
have been made, and what I believe to be significant elements to consider
in understanding the meaning of pastoral care within Christian ministry.
Although far from being exhaustive, this short theological reflection, I will
endeavor to expound my philosophy of ministry in His service.
Let me end with scripture. Jesus said: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour..’
(Luke 4:18-19)
May God continue to bless you all in His service. Pastor Michael.

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International ) -David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Living Stones House of Prayer – Cyprus
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade (Local children's Mission Outreach)

Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8422 8446 (Church Office)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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