NORTHOLT PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

NEWSLETTER
SUNDAY 29th September 2019
THE NATURE OF COVENANT RELATIONSHIP

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Sue Blake is leading the
worship service and Revd. Michael Lovejoy will be
bringing the ministry of the word.

This week's scripture reading
(Genesis 9:8-17) NIV

Genesis 9:8-17 New International Version (NIV)
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I now establish my
covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every
living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild
animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature
on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be
destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to
destroy the earth.”
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between
me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all
generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be
the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will

remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of
every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.
16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures
of every kind on the earth.”
17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have
established between me and all life on the earth.”

SERVICE HELD AT NPBC IN OCTOBER
Sunday 6th October
BAPTISM SERVICE
Theme: 'Our Identity in Christ'
Speaker: Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Matthew 28:16-20
Sunday 13th October
FAMILY SERVICE
Harvest Festival
Theme: Christian Maturity
Speaker: Rev. Martin Hopwood
Scriptures: Hebrews 5:7-14, Hebrews 6:1-3
Sunday 20th October
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: TBC
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: TBC
Sunday 27 October
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: FSCI Mission (Part 1)
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1-8

BAPTISM SERVICE - SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER
Final Baptism class this Sunday directly after service. If you, or anyone else
you may know, feel may benefit from an introduction class to the bible or want
to be baptised and want to prepare for church membership. Please contact our
pastor Michael.

CHURCH REFURBISHMENT WORKS
Let's continue praying for our church finances to meet the structural costs and
general maintenance costs of our church. Pray we select the right contractors
to undertake the works that's so needed to make safe/preserve structural
defects and any new works as required.

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
The next meeting is being held on
Tuesday 1st October at 10.00am
ALL ARE WELCOME

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd October 1.45pm.
Rev. Martin Hopwood has been invited, back this year, to speaker on Black
History.
Speak to Hazel Gordon for further details.
ALL ARE WELCOME

BLACK HISTORY MONTH - Week One

MARY SEACOLE

BLACK 1stHISTORY
MONTH
UK
October - 31st October 2019
MARY SEACOLE - (1805 - 1881)
'Mary Seacole's reputation after the Crimean War (1853-1856) rivalled Florence
Nightingale's. Unlike Nightingale, Seacole also had the challenge to have her
skills put to proper use in spite of her being black. A born healer and a woman
of driving energy, she overcame official indifference and prejudice.
She got herself out to the war by her own efforts and at her own expense;
risked her life to bring comfort to the wounded and dying soldiers; and became
the first black woman to make her mark on British public life. But while Florence
Nightingale has gone down in history and become a legend, Mary Seacole was
relegated to obscurity until recently.'
Want to read more click the link below and follow her story.
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/

BREAD FOR LIFE
The next 'Bread for Life' meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd OCTOBER at 8pm.
We are studying the book of Judges.

Please speak to Paul for further details.

ALL ARE WELCOME

PRAYER MATTERS
Let's continue to give thanks for the healing and restoration power of God.
We all have experienced His grace in our lives.
Do continue to pray for those in our number who are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.
Pray for our various ministry works here at NPBC. Our prayer groups,
Brigade, Foodbank, Bible study groups, Missions we support... May God
continue to bless all our efforts in His service.
Do continue prayer for all our baptism candidates: Tanner, Kristiana , Dolu,
Precious and Mehrshad who are all preparing for baptism. Let's continue
to pray for Jacqueline as she eagerly seeks to know more of Jesus and
His wonderful transforming work of grace in her life.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Want to see and experience Spiritual development, deeper discipleship
learning and leaders with vision. Continue praying for all our speakers as they
prepare the ministry of the word and come filled with His Spirit.

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

Three black women
The faces of beauty, intelligence and care (Only two are pictured and one is
mentioned). I was blessed to photograph both images. The first image was
taken at the J. Paul Getty Museum in L.A. last October. The second image
was taken, this September, at St. Thomas' Hospital. 'In 1966 Donyale Luna
became the first African American model to grace the cover of British Vogue.
Eight years latter, in 1974, Beverly Johnson was the first African American
model to be featured on the cover of American Vogue magazine.' It's taken
136 years to memorialise a devoted, brave and caring black
woman. This memorial statue is believed to be the UK's first in honour of a
named black woman. The statue was unveiled in London on 30th June 2016.
The woman was Mary Seacole. The statue is sited directly outside the Input
Pain Management Clinic at St. Thomas' Hospital.
In the same way beautiful, intelligent caring women inspire us all in
different ways. I also get inspired by three different women from the bible. All
three women had a unique journey and story to tell.
Reflections on the three Marys
Mary, mother of Jesus; Mary was a virgin who was visited by the angel Gabriel,
sent by God, who told her that she would have a son conceived of the Holy
Spirit, (Luke 1:26-38). Mary, the miracle believer, had to face pregnancy out of
wedlock. Mary the faithful carrier and deliver of hope in the form of a baby boy.
Salvation through the seed of a woman. An act of divinity upon humanity. God
choosing to pierce human history through an act of love.
'While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)
Scripture tells us Mary Magdalene was a 'sinful woman (Luke 7:37) That is until
she met Jesus. The same Mary in Luke 8:2-3 had the beauty and grace to
anoint the feet of Jesus. An act of Spiritual service unto the Lord. The same
Mary who had previously been delivered of seven demons. We are all sinners
and fall short of the Glory of God. This Mary depicts the sinful nature of
humanity and redemption through Jesus.
The third Mary is Mary of Bethany. Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus.
Martha invited Jesus to share fellowship at her home. Jesus used this
opportunity for a time of devotion. Martha became distracted with the act of
hospitality, but Mary sat at the feet of Jesus listening to Him. Martha
complained to Jesus and requested Mary helps her prepare and serve.
But Jesus commended Mary for taking time out for a good reason. In Luke
10:42 Jesus says, 'but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.' Therefore, let's
not be distracted with the 101 things that's pressing around us. Allow the still
small voice of the Holy Spirit to direct your journey and story. Mary of Bethany

represents hope in choosing the better way. There it is, love, redemption and
hope. All experienced through Christ. In my communication I often end with the
words 'in His service.' Who are you serving? Can you affirm the sentiments of
Joshua: 'But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.’ (Joshua
24:15b)
World without colour - I hope you have enjoyed the black, white and shades of
grey experience. Smile.
Love, as always, in Christ,
Pastor Michael

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Food Bank - Local Community Outreach)
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade - Local children's Mission Outreach)
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
Living Stones House of Prayer - Cyprus
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International) - David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
The monthly mission prayer focus is published on the mission notice
board.
Please forward any mission news to http://npbc.mission@gmail.com
or speak to Jennifer Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
* Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in
this newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority.

THE OCTOBER - DECEMBER PREACHING/WORSHIP ROTA
The preaching and worship rotas is now published on the church notice
board.
It includes: dates of services, who's preaching, worship lead, scripture
readers, music lead, communion servers teas/coffees and greeters
You can get further information on forthcoming activities at NPBC on the
church website by clicking the link below
www.npbc.uk.com

