Sunday 31th March 2019
Northolt Park Baptist Church Weekly Newsletter

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Josephine Morris is leading the
worship service and Revd. Martin Hopwood will be
preaching.

Mothering Sunday

'Rota for this Sunday
'Mothering Sunday'
Theme: 'Wise and Foolish

Prophets, Disciples and
Builders'
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: Matthew 7:15-29
Scripture Reader: Paul
Sunday Club: TBC

This week's scripture reading
(Matthew 7:1529) NIV
True and False Prophets
15
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious

Creche: TBC
Greeters: Yinka
Teas/Coﬀees: Hazel and
Letia

wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people
pick grapes from thorn bushes, or ﬁgs from
thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a
bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit,
and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
ﬁre. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.
True and False Disciples
21

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the

kingdom of heaven,but only the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in
your name drive out demons and in your name perform many
miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.
Away from me, you evildoers!’

Services in March 2019
Sunday 3rd March
Theme: ‘Praying-Fasting’
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Janet
Scripture:Matthew
Scripture Reader: Hazel
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Letia
Teas/Coﬀees: Paul

The Wise and Foolish Builders
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and

puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house

Sunday 10th March
'Family Service'

on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,

Theme: 'Where Are Your
Treasures?'

because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone
who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on

Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Hazel
Scripture: Matthew6:19-24

sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a
great crash.”

Scripture Reader: Nicola
Sunday Club: TBC

25

28

When Jesus had ﬁnished saying these things, the crowds

were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one
who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

Creche: TBC
Greeters: Roy
Teas/Coﬀees: Dennis and
Farina
Sunday 17th March
'Communion Service'
Theme: 'Don't Worry'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Brett
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34
Scripture Reader: Pat
Sunday Club: Yinka
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Pat
Teas/Coﬀees: Lisa

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting Tuesday Morning Bible Study -

10.30am
7.30pm
10am

Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Sunday 24th March
'Mission Prayer Focus'
Theme: 'Knowing the
Truth'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Sue
Scripture: Matthew 7:1-14
Scripture Reader: Sue
Sunday Club: Janet
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Margaret Carey
Shared Church Lunch
Sunday 31st March
'Mothering Sunday'
Theme: 'Wise and foolish
Builders'

Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Wednesday Fellowship:
Wednesday Bread for Life:

Sue Blake
Hazel Gordon
Paul Simpson

Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny

Speaker: Martin Hopwood
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: Matthew 7:15-29
Scripture Reader: Paul
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Yinka
Teas/Coﬀees: Hazel and
Letia

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Sue Blake
- Dennis
- Jenny
- Josephine
- Janet

Media news reports:
'Israel’s military said it had
begun striking “Hamas
terror targets” across the
Gaza Strip, retaliating for
an earlier rocket
attack that wounded
seven people in a
neighbourhood north of
Tel Aviv.' Let's continue
praying for this ongoing
Middle East civil unrest.

Do continue to pray for
Margaret and Stan and
their extended families.
The recent passing of
both Bernard (their Son in
Law) and Ollie (his father)
is a loss and a difﬁcult
time for the family.

Let's continue praying for
the Cunningham's family
with the passing of Cindy.
The funeral has been
arranged to take place in
May.

Let's continue praying as we discuss and plan the
next phase our church development in His service.

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
We will meet as usual on the 9th April 2019
Then we will be on Holiday on the 16th and
23rd April.
Our next meeting will be on the 30th April
at 10 am.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP

Margaret Reynolds will be
leading the Wednesday
Fellowship Meeting. All

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them
all before the Lord in
prayer.

Let's continue praying for
the Brexit talks. Pray God
will give wisdom and
direction with all
negotiations and any
agreements will serve our
nation and maintain
relations with the EU and
rest of the world.

are most welcome to
attend on Wednesday 3rd
April at 1.45pm.
Teas/Coffees and Hotcross buns will be served

Let us pray for you

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com
If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP
On Tuesday 9th April the Wednesday Fellowship
group are planning to have lunch at the Harvester in
Northolt. They are meeting in the Harvester at 1pm.
Please contact Hazel Gordon or Sue Blake for
further details.

Christ Centred People
Let me begin by saying: 'Baptist people are a Christ-centred people.' Baptist churches
may have dramatically diﬀerent philosophies of ministry and yet remain Baptist churches.
As I reﬂect on my theology, I know that there is nothing unique about my theological
convictions. However, my theology determines my philosophy of ministry, which in turn
determines my methodology. My philosophy of ministry consists of core values: 'As a
gospel believing people we are called to be, a prophetic community, an inclusive
community, a sacriﬁcial community, a missional community and a worshipping
community.' I believe in a biblical mandate, upon which a church should stand, along with
a vision for which a church should strive, and a missional vision, by which a church should
function.
Prayerful People
My primary call is pastoral care. However, my teaching ministry is an integral part of my
calling into pastoral leadership. In outlining my pastoral philosophy of ministry, I believe
that it is helpful if I ﬁrst deﬁne what I believe ‘philosophy of ministry’ to be. I want my
philosophy of ministry to be more speciﬁc than just the church's purposes, the ‘Why' of a

church, but less speciﬁc than the ministry programme, the ‘What’ of a church, or even its
goals and objectives. Instead, a philosophy of ministry, in my own words, is a structured
statement of principles for why, I believe, the local church exists and how it is to serve the
Lord and community. For me prayer comes ﬁrst, it always should come ﬁrst. It is about
seeking God’s guidance by the ministry of the word in prayer: ‘But we will give ourselves
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word’ (Acts 6:4). I believe God called me
ﬁrst to pray, to prepare, and to be patient. Once God ﬁnds us faithful in prayer, preparation
and patience, I believe He opens other doors of opportunity for us according to our faith
and gifting. The eﬀective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much (James 5:16).
Missional People
My philosophy of ministry reﬂects three underlying beliefs and values: to be scripture
focused, to be Christ centered and to be believer orientated. The image of Church in the
New Testament scriptures is well documented through various metaphors: light, salt, a
bride, vine branches, sheep…etc. The biblical text: ‘For where two or three gather in my
name, there am I with them’ (Matthew 18:20) functions as a central text for the foundation
of ‘Free Church’ ecclesiology. My personal deﬁnition of Christian ministry can be
summarised in the motto: ‘to know Christ and make Him known’. This is a shared biblical
principle among a number of churches; however, a deeper reﬂection on this phrase has
given me a new appreciation of its value in helping me to be an eﬀective minister. Let me
begin with the expression ‘to know Christ’. Over the last three decades, my Christian
journey from Catholicism, to Methodism, to now Baptist free-church tradition has formed
and developed an incredible amount of theological reﬂection and hunger to know Christ.
Relevant Discipleship People
Theological contextualisation makes Christ known within culture contexts. However,
biblical revelation is also intended to be heard and be meaningful in our present and
eschatological (future) cultures. Therefore, God’s revelation by nature is designed to be an
omni-transcultural understanding of His relationship with humanity. How can this truth be
conveyed to a modern culture? Let me begin with my theological conviction. There is a
distinction to be made between ‘theology’ the study of God and ‘doctrine’ referring to
teaching about God or teaching derived from God. Theology is culturally determined from
what is essentially a doctrinal truth. However, theological contextualisation does involve
change, if our theology is to be relevant to a mindset and lifestyle of a culture that
embraces other languages, customs, beliefs, values and traditions.
Let me conclude by saying it is with prayer, excitement and enthusiasm that I commit to
the call of pastoral leadership. We live in a very needy world in constant need of prayer
support. For me, prayer comes ﬁrst. It’s about seeking God’s guidance by the ministry of
the word in prayer. My theological distinctiveness can be described as evangelical faith.
We all have our stories. The journey has been one of personal and spiritual development,
allowing God’s Holy Spirit to nurture patience and endurance, while leading and directing
my ministry. The mandate to preach the gospel, in its fullness, without compromise, drives
my ministry.
Theological expressions sometimes require practical demonstrations. More often, in
practice, it is a practical rather than a spiritual or theoretical focus that has been useful in
many pastoral contexts. This way of doing theology is not the only one, nor necessarily
the best one. However, good theological development involves: understanding the whole
person i.e. the personal, social, ethical, moral and physical along with the spiritual needs.
These needs can all be met in prayer and aided by the ministry of the word to form
theological understanding and applications. A theology of servanthood with an attitude
to serving others primarily serves Christ. This biblical understanding continues to support
my engagement in pastoral care through prayer, teaching, preaching and discipleship.
May God continue to bless you all in His service. (Pastor Michael)

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International ) David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Living Stones House of Prayer – Cyprus
BMS World Mission  Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade (Local children's Mission Outreach)
Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information

We will be holding our Good Friday service at NPBC and thereafter gather at the
clocktower in Northolt Village. We will march to the foot of Northala Fields by 11.45am.
There we will meet with other local churches and walk to the summit for the service. Pray
this will be a good witness.

Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm  3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8422 8446 (Church Office)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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