SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER 2020

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. We are now open for public services and taking steps to
keep safe. Olu Falowo will be bringing the ministry of the Word to
us and Sue Blake will lead us in a time of prayer and worship.
You are welcome to join us this coming Sunday. There is a 'first
come first serve' policy in operation. To avoid disappointment
please come early. Service starts at 10.30am for the duration of
an hour.

This week's scripture reading
1 Samuel 8:1-22 (NIV)

'Kingship'
Israel Asks for a King

8 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders.[a] 2
The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was
Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not follow his
ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and
perverted justice.
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your
ways; now appoint a king to lead[b] us, such as all the other nations have.”
6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel;

6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel;
so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the
people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have
rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought
them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods,
so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly
and let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his
rights.”
10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking
him for a king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you
will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with
his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some
he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties,
and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to
make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best
of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his
attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and
give it to his officials and attendants. 16 Your male and female servants
and the best of your cattle[c] and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17
He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his
slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king
you have chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”
19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a
king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to
lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.”
21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the
Lord. 22 The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.”
Then Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.”

WORSHIP MUSIC
Worship Lead - Sue
Music - Dennis
Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 8:1-22 (NIV)
Sermon - Olu Falowo

We will be gathering for public worship this coming Sunday, at 10.30am, until further
notice. As an alternative, Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live
streaming our Sunday services using Blizz. We want to thank both Olu and Dolu for
kindly supporting us with his Information Communication Technology (ICT)
experience during the lockdown. Please see, below his message relating to live
streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Blizz video instructions at
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and go through
the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The videos are for Windows
and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles shown apply to both Mac and Android
devices. We will be having 1 Test session (mainly for first time users) before the
Sunday Service session. The session is to ensure that everyone is familiar with
Blizz, the on-line meeting software and to ensure that any issues are resolved before
the Sunday service. For each session you should be able to see something similar to
one of the screens we had last week.
Session Name:
Date:
Web Address(url):
Meeting ID:

Sunday Service
01/11/2020 at 10:30am
https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the relevant meeting
id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420. The Sunday online service
starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at 10.15 am. This will give some time for
everyone to get logged in before we start service. If you do not have a web-

everyone to get logged in before we start service. If you do not have a webconnected computer or mobile smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline
package, you can join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the
stated time and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please note
0845 numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For those who do
not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael know and we can arrange
for an alternative way for you to join Sunday service.
If anyone has downloaded Blizz, is comfortable using it, and is willing to help others
download Blizz, please do support one another. We hope to have as many people
as possible joining our service! Please continue to check your email every few hours
as this will be our only way of sending any late-breaking information.

If you are experiencing ICT difficulties please email Olu and cc to Michael.

PREACHING ROTA
NOVEMBER 2020
Sunday 1st November
Theme: 'Kingship'
Speaker: Olu Falowo

Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: 1 Samuel 8:1-22 NIV
Sunday 8th November
FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: 'Remembrance Sunday Service'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scripture: TBC
Sunday 15th November
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: TBC
Speaker: Rev. Hany Abdelmasih (Regional Minister)
Scriptures: TBC
Sunday 22nd November
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'Kingship'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: TBC
Sunday 29th November
Theme: 'Preparations' (First Sunday in Advent)
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: TBC

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 8th November, Dr. Annette Glaw will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Annette as she prepares to minister to
us especially during these uncertain times.

On returning to public worship, pray we keep safe as we all support the
Covid-19 Government guideline for reopening Churches.
Unfortunately NPBC only has a 30 seating capacity with present
social distancing guidelines being implemented. To avoid disappointment,
please arrive early. However, as an alternative, Sunday services are being
live streamed on Blizz.
Let's continue praying for all who have been bereaved recently: We
remember Pat, Roy and Hazel, Martin, Joyce, Jean, Margaret G, Val,
Josephine, The Sharman family and others known to you.
Continue praying for Val who is recovering and gaining strength from
her hospitalisation and continual dialysis three time a week. Val is stable
and gaining strength. Pray for improved strength, mobility and her safe
care within the community. Pray also for Lisa and extended family as they
support Val.
Do also continue to pray for James. He has special needs and recovering
from his seizure. The closure of community centres is an added pressure
on the extended family supporting James with his needs. Pray for Alfred,
Jean and extended family in their needs and in the continued support of
James. A respite, for all concerned, is so needed.
Congratulations on moving home. Alisia and her husband moved to West
Yorkshire recently. We want to wish their new home brings nothing but
contentment, peace and pleasure. Alisia will be sorely missed. May God
bless and keep them both safe in His tender care.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.
Can we continue praying for Mahood (Jacob's dad). Mahood's wife
(Mandana) and daughter (Mehrnoosh). Mahood is still trying to make
contact with his family, not knowing their whereabouts. Pray for their entire
family, pray the Lord will keep them all safe, during this COVID pandemic
and lockdown and reunite them soon.
Pray for those in our number who are nationally and internationally away.
Timi and Joke, Clement and Bola and others known to you.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social

unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it all through prayer and faith in the
Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com
If you have an urgent and essential prayer concern, please
contact Pastor Michael Lovejoy.
Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Get more information on forthcoming activities at NPBC
on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your giving. We cannot match God's generosity,
but whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's placed in the
Master's hands for His service. Again, we would want you to save your
tithe/offering until our return to public worship/fellowship or make a deposits
directly into our Church Barclays' account, No: 70317500, Bank Code 20-3883. Thank you for your continued support in your giving unto the Lord. May God
continue to bless your giving especially during a time of so much uncertainty in
our country and world due to COVID-19 Virus.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Church apologises for racist rejection and humiliation meted out to
Windrush generation teenager
'In 1955 a 17 year old boy recently arrived from Jamaica visited his local
Anglican Church. At the end of the service the vicar thanked him for
coming but asked him not to return. That boy was Carmel Jones -founder
of The Pentecostal Credit Union- and that Church was St Paul’s
Clapham.' Please see below a link for further information on this
story: https://www.pcuuk.com/Church-apologises-for-racist-rejection-andhumiliation-meted-out-to-Windrush-generation-teenager

The Mission of God

Missio Dei is a Latin theological term that can be translated as "Mission of
God". It refers to the work of the church as being an integral part of God's work.
Missio Dei in the Old Testament is instrumental in Israel's prophetic and
kingship ministries. It reflected the relationship between the Kingdom of God
and the Kingship of God. Missio Dei as Son is incarnational. The Christological
relationship is Christ as fully divine and fully human. Therefore, humanity can
identify with Christ relationally and contextually; we are in Christ individually
and communally as a church. Missio Dei as Spirit pneumatology is very evident
in Acts through the gifts of the Spirit and the more recent charismatic
movement.
How do we do Church?

Ecclesiology is crucial to understand God's purpose for believers in the world
today. Some important reflections in ecclesiology are: What is the church?
What is the purpose of the church? When considering the doctrine of the
church, many people today understand the church to be a building. Certainly,
my personal faith journey from Catholicism to Methodism bears witness to the
transition from more traditional church architecture to house groups, public
halls, and sharing a public space with other believers who would rent a space.

halls, and sharing a public space with other believers who would rent a space.
However, this is not the biblical understanding of the Church. In scriptures, the
Hebrew word qahal and Greek word ekklesia both refer to assembling, as
called by God, for worship. Matthew 18:20: 'For where two or three gather in
my name, there am I with them' functions as a central text for the foundation of
'Free Church'. The true church is the church that gathers in Christ's name, one
that meets for worship. A key scripture on ecclesiology is Acts 2:42: 'They
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and prayer.' Therefore, the biblical model suggests the
purposes and activities of the church should be Biblical teaching, providing a
place of fellowship for believers to worship, observing the Lord's Supper, and
praying.
Doing Church without walls

That said the body is the living temple within which the Holy Spirit resides. Call
to faith is personal and as individuals we are encouraged to gather for
fellowship and worship. There's also the missional endeavour of every believer
to make disciples. The New Testament imperative firstly demonstrates God's
love for the lost (John 3:16). It obeys Jesus' command to make disciples of all
nations (Matthew 28:19). The "Great Commission" does not end with
evangelism. That is only the beginning. The "Great Commission" involves
discipleship that includes the responsibility of every Christian to help their fellow
Christians to grow in their faith, in Christ and their understanding of His Word.
So the "Great Commission" I would argue, also entails planting and maintaining
churches. This includes church without walls. The Biblical church model
continues to be upheld throughout church history and, is an important
consideration for any missional endeavours present and future. How are you
doing Church?
Blessings to you all, in Christ, as always,
Pastor Michael

Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Covid-19 notice: Surgery closed until further notice
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Rev'd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him, to
make an appointment, by emailing rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by
telephone on 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Please note: Visits are by appointment only.
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