SUNDAY
3rd October 2021

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Rev. Michael Lovejoy is our speaker, and Josephine
Morris will be leading us in worship and prayers. Do continue
praying for our Sunday services.

Although face masks are not compulsory, we appeal to
all our church community to continue wearing face
masks and be mindful of others who may feel
vulnerable and anxious about public gatherings. While
we may feel the need to welcome one another with a
handshake or hug, please be aware that others may not
feel comfortable reciprocating in kind and remain
understandably cautious.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
IN THIS REQUEST

Northolt Park Baptist Church
"TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN"

This week's scripture readings
Theme: "Q&A with God"
Sermon Text: Habakkuk 1-2 (NIV)
1 The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.
Habakkuk’s Complaint

2 How long, Lord, must I call for help,
but you do not listen?
Or cry out to you, “Violence!”
but you do not save?
3 Why do you make me look at injustice?
Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?
Destruction and violence are before me;
there is strife, and conflict abounds.
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed,
and justice never prevails.
The wicked hem in the righteous,
so that justice is perverted.
The Lord’s Answer

5 “Look at the nations and watch—
and be utterly amazed.
For I am going to do something in your days
that you would not believe,
even if you were told.
6 I am raising up the Babylonians,
that ruthless and impetuous people,
who sweep across the whole earth
to seize dwellings not their own.
7 They are a feared and dreaded people;

they are a law to themselves
and promote their own honor.
8 Their horses are swifter than leopards,
fiercer than wolves at dusk.
Their cavalry gallops headlong;
their horsemen come from afar.
They fly like an eagle swooping to devour;
9 they all come intent on violence.
Their hordes advance like a desert wind
and gather prisoners like sand.
10 They mock kings
and scoff at rulers.
They laugh at all fortified cities;
by building earthen ramps they capture them.
11 Then they sweep past like the wind and go on—
guilty people, whose own strength is their god.”
Habakkuk’s Second Complaint

12 Lord, are you not from everlasting?
My God, my Holy One, you will never die.
You, Lord, have appointed them to execute judgment;
you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish.
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil;
you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous?
Why are you silent while the wicked
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?
14 You have made people like the fish in the sea,
like the sea creatures that have no ruler.
15 The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks,
he catches them in his net,
he gathers them up in his dragnet;
and so he rejoices and is glad.
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net
and burns incense to his dragnet,
for by his net he lives in luxury
and enjoys the choicest food.
17 Is he to keep on emptying his net,
destroying nations without mercy?
2 I will stand at my watch
and station myself on the ramparts;
I will look to see what he will say to me,
and what answer I am to give to this complaint.

The Lord’s Answer

2 Then the Lord replied:
“Write down the revelation
and make it plain on tablets
so that a herald may run with it.
3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time;
it speaks of the end
and will not prove false.
Though it linger, wait for it;
it will certainly come
and will not delay.
4 “See, the enemy is puffed up;
his desires are not upright—
but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness
5 indeed, wine betrays him;
he is arrogant and never at rest.
Because he is as greedy as the grave
and like death is never satisfied,
he gathers to himself all the nations
and takes captive all the peoples.
6 “Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying,
“‘Woe to him who piles up stolen goods
and makes himself wealthy by extortion!
How long must this go on?’
7 Will not your creditors suddenly arise?
Will they not wake up and make you tremble?
Then you will become their prey.
8 Because you have plundered many nations,
the peoples who are left will plunder you.
For you have shed human blood;
you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.
9 “Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain,
setting his nest on high
to escape the clutches of ruin!
10 You have plotted the ruin of many peoples,
shaming your own house and forfeiting your life.
11 The stones of the wall will cry out,
and the beams of the woodwork will echo it.
12 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed

12 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed
and establishes a town by injustice!
13 Has not the Lord Almighty determined
that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire,
that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?
14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
15 “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors,
pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk,
so that he can gaze on their naked bodies!
16 You will be filled with shame instead of glory.
Now it is your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be exposed!
The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around to you,
and disgrace will cover your glory.
17 The violence you have done to Lebanon will overwhelm you,
and your destruction of animals will terrify you.
For you have shed human blood;
you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.
18 “Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman?
Or an image that teaches lies?
For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation;
he makes idols that cannot speak.
19 Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’
Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’
Can it give guidance?
It is covered with gold and silver;
there is no breath in it.”
20 The Lord is in his holy temple;
let all the earth be silent before him.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alternative Wednesdays)
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wednesday of month)

10.30am
6.00pm
10.00am
8.00pm
1.45pm

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday morning Bible Study Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship
Wednesday Bread for Life

Hazel Gordon
Paul Simpson

TUESDAY MORNING - BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY MORNING - BIBLE STUDY

The next Bible study is on Tuesday 5th October
2021 at 10am. We are continuing with the book of
Proverbs. For further information contact Sue
Blake.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON - FELLOWSHIP

We are happy to announce the reopening of our
Wednesday fellowship meetings at NPBC. The
next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th
October at 1.45pm. For further information
contact Hazel Gordon.

WEDNESDAY EVENING - BREAD FOR LIFE

We are excited to offer an opportunity to study
the book of Revelations and share fellowship on
alternative Wednesdays at 8pm. The next
meeting will be held on 13th October. Paul is
leading teaching from Revelations 9. For further
information contact Paul Simpson.

Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our Sunday
services using Teamviewer. Please see, below his message relating to live
streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Teamviewer video instructions
at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and go

through the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The videos are
for Windows and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles shown apply to both
Mac and Android devices.
Session Name: NPBC Sunday Service
Date: 03/10/2021
Time: 10:30am
Web Address (ULR): https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
Meeting ID: m382-644-20
To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the relevant
meeting id. The meeting ID is 38264420. The Sunday service, at NPBC, starts
at 10.30 am, however, please logon at 10.15 am. This will give some time to get
logged in before we start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer
or mobile smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package, you
can join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated time
and then key in the relevant meeting ID: (e.g. m382-644-20). Please note 0845
numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For those who do
not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael know and we can
arrange for an alternative way for you to join Sunday service.

Sunday 3rd OCTOBER

Theme: ‘Q&A with God'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Habakkuk 1-2 NIV
Sunday 10th OCTOBER

FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: ‘Harvest Service’
Speaker: Rebekah Rego (MIT)
Scriptures: TBC (NIV)
Sunday 17th OCTOBER

COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'TBC’
Speaker: DR. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: TBC (NIV)
Sunday 24th OCTOBER

MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'TBC'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: TBC (NIV)
Sunday 31st OCTOBER

Theme: 'TBC'
Speaker: Rev. Esther Arnold
Scriptures: TBC (NIV)

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday,10th October, Rebekah Rego, Baptist Minister in
Training (MIT), will be our speaker. Pray for Rebekah as she prepares to
minister to us. It's also our Harvest Service at NPBC.

On Sunday 10th October, we are celebrating
Harvest. Please remember to bring your food and
toiletry donations. All donations will support

Ealing Foodbank. If you are unsure as to what to
donate, below is Foodbank's shopping list for
your consideration and support.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND DONATIONS

FSCI Christmas Box Appeal 2021

Northolt Park Baptist Church will, once again, join with Foundation for Social
Change and Inclusion (FSCI) to help spread joy to thousands of people in the
Balkans this Christmas.
Rich Parsons, Operations Manager, wrote: "Millions of Christians worldwide will
be longing to celebrate Jesus’s coming into the world in a normal manner this
year, but for many vulnerable children and families in Southeast Europe, a
normal Christmas will simply be another reminder of their isolation and poverty.
FSCI’s Christmas box appeal brings joy to thousands of marginalised families
and individuals in Southeast Europe every year. Even with the challenges of
2020, our amazing supporters donated nearly 6,500 Christmas presents that
were then distributed in orphanages, schools, kindergartens, Roma
communities, homes for the elderly and refugee centres during the last
campaign!
Times remain difficult for churches, and many Christians will perhaps still feel a
little disconnected from their family of believers. As well as blessing the folks
that receive the presents, the Christmas box appeal may be one way for your
church members to work together and encourage each other.
Christmas boxes help to combat modern slavery.

We ask for a donation of £3 per box to help cover the cost of transporting and
distributing your presents. Any surplus is used to help our long-term projects,
such as the House of Opportunity, which prevents modern slavery and
transforms the lives of vulnerable care leavers."

MISSION PRAYER FOCUS SUNDAY

Evangelical Church in Haskovo
Bulgaria

This month's mission prayer focus is
for mission outreach in Bulgaria and
for Pastor Deyan Ivanov and his
family. Their prayer letter can be
viewed on the mission noticeboard at
the back of the church.

Do continue praying for those in our number who are bereaved, going
through difficulty, who are unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please contact Pastor Michael
Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information on
forthcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

Jesus in the Old Testament

During this quarter, we will hopefully explore the excellent examples, set
before us, within the twelve books of the Minor Prophets. Given all the
scriptures are profitable for instruction in righteousness – the sermon and
teaching possibilities are endless. I feel it’s essential to ensure the Minor
Prophets is preached in measure to preaching from the other books of the
Bible. Preaching in context is always prudent, and Old Testament can
present challenges for ministers and speakers. It’s helpful for us to
consider aspects of personal, historical, literary, covenantal, kingdom and
messianic contexts as a way into its application and relevance for today.
One theme that unites the minor prophets is Israel’s relationship with God.
What does God demand of humanity? What can we learn from historical
events that signify God’s relationship with Israel and His creation? These
are themes and questions that repeatedly appear throughout Biblical
prophecy. I believe the twelve Minor Prophets present a remarkable
diversity of views on these subjects for us to learn from.
There are claims Jesus is absent from the Old Testament. But Jesus said
to the religious leaders, of His time, to pay closer attention to Hebrew
Scriptures about Him. “You study the Scriptures diligently because you
think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that
testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (Jonh 5:39-40)
May God bless all our speakers in their sermon preparations, and may we
be open to the Holy Spirit’s leading in getting to know Christ more and
making Him known through many of the messianic connections found in
these Minor Prophet books.
God bless you all,
Pastor Michael

We take safeguarding very seriously.
Northolt Park Baptist Church has
clear policies and procedures to
safeguard children, young people

safeguard children, young people
and adults at risk. A designated
Safeguarding Lead provides support
to carry out safeguarding policies. All
concerns are reported and, where
necessary, referred to external
agencies and police.
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