SUNDAY 8th AUGUST 2021

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Rebekah Rego is our speaker, and Sue Blake will be
leading us in worship and prayers. Do pray for our Sunday
services.

Election of Officers and Deacons

Our AGM and Church Members'
meeting will be held this coming
Sunday 8th August at 12pm. We are
reminded to either post ballot papers
to reach NPBC or manse by
Saturday. Group leaders are
reminded to submit their reports.

On Monday 19th July 2021, the government
announced the lifting of all Covid-19 restrictions
in England. It included no restrictions on
communal worship. However, this was amidst

communal worship. However, this was amidst
increasing numbers of people who are testing
positive for COVID-19 in the UK.
It places additional responsibility for us to
maintain safety for our members and visitors.
Although face masks are not compulsory, we
appeal to all our church community to continue
wearing face masks and be mindful of others who
may feel vulnerable and anxious about public
gatherings. While we may feel the need to
welcome one another with a handshake or hug,
please be aware that others may not feel
comfortable reciprocating in kind and remain
understandably cautious.

Northolt Park Baptist Church
"TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN"

This week's scripture readings
Theme: "International Youth Day’'
Sermon Text: 1 Samuel 17 NIV
David and Goliath

17 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at
Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh
and Azekah. 2 Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the
Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3 The
Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley
between them.
4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the

4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the
Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span.[a] 5 He had a
bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze
weighing five thousand shekels[b]; 6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves,
and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft was like a
weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels.[c] His shield
bearer went ahead of him.
8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out
and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants
of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to
fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and
kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 10 Then the Philistine
said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight
each other.” 11 On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the
Israelites were dismayed and terrified.
12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from
Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very
old. 13 Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The
firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. 14
David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, 15 but David
went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.
16 For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening
and took his stand.
17 Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah[d] of roasted grain
and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp.
18 Take along these ten cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how
your brothers are and bring back some assurance[e] from them. 19 They
are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, fighting
against the Philistines.”
20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd,
loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as
the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. 21
Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 22
David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and
asked his brothers how they were. 23 As he was talking with them,
Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and
shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the Israelites
saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear.
25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps

coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to
the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and
will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.”
26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the
man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is
this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living
God?”
27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is
what will be done for the man who kills him.”
28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men,
he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here?
And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know
how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only
to watch the battle.”
29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then
turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the
men answered him as before. 31 What David said was overheard and
reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him.
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine;
your servant will go and fight him.”
33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight
him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his
youth.”
34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s
sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,
35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it
turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant
has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be
like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37
The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the
bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”
38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on
him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword
over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them.

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.”
So he took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five
smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s
bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.
41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept
coming closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was
little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he
despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he
said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”
45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and
spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This
day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and
cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine
army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that
there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not
by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he
will give all of you into our hands.”
48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward
the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a
stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone
sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.
50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without
a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.
51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword
and drew it from the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head with
the sword.
When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.
52 Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and
pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath[f] and to the gates of
Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and
Ekron. 53 When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they
plundered their camp.
54 David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem; he put the
Philistine’s weapons in his own tent.
55 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to

55 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to
Abner, commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is that young man?”
Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.”
56 The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.”
57 As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him
and brought him before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head.
58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him.
David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.”

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alternative Wednesdays)
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wednesday of month)

10.30am
7.30pm
10.00am
8.00pm
1.45pm

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday morning Bible Study Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship
Wednesday Bread for Life

Hazel Gordon
Paul Simpson

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Wishing everyone a restful summer break. We
will restart Bible study on Tuesday 7th September
2021 at 10am. On our return we will continue with
PROVERBS. For further information contact Sue
Blake.

BREAD FOR LIFE

We are excited to offer an opportunity to study
the book of Revelations and share fellowship on
alternative Wednesdays at 8pm. The next
meeting will be held on 11th August. Michael will
be leading teaching from Revelations 6. For
further information contact Paul Simpson.

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP

We are happy to announce the reopening of our
Wednesday fellowship meetings at NPBC. The
next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st
September at 1.45pm. For further information
contact Hazel Gordon.

Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our Sunday
services using Teamviewer. Please see, below his message relating to live
streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Teamviewer video instructions
at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and go
through the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The videos are
for Windows and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles shown apply to both
Mac and Android devices.
Session Name: NPBC Sunday Service
Date: 08/08/2021
Time: 10:30am
Web Address (ULR): https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
Meeting ID: m382-644-20
To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the relevant
meeting id. The meeting ID is 38264420. The Sunday service, at NPBC, starts
at 10.30 am, however, please logon at 10.15 am. This will give some time to get
logged in before we start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer

logged in before we start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer
or mobile smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package, you
can join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated time
and then key in the relevant meeting ID: (e.g. m382-644-20). Please note 0845
numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For those who do
not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael know and we can
arrange for an alternative way for you to join Sunday service.

Sunday 1st AUGUST

Theme: ‘‘International Forgiveness Day’’
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Colossians 3: 12-14 NIV
Sunday 8th AUGUST

FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: ‘International Youth Day’
Speaker: Rebekah Rego
Scriptures: I Samuel 17 (NIV)
Sunday 15th AUGUST

COMMUNION SERVICE

COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: ‘World Humanitarian Day’’
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Matthew 25:24-36, James 2:14-17 (NIV)
Sunday 22nd AUGUST

MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: ‘‘Be an Angel Day’
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Hebrews 2:5-8 (NIV)
Sunday 29th AUGUST

Theme: ‘National Grief Awareness Day’
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: TBC (NIV)

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 15th August, Rev. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing
the ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Michael as he prepares to minister
to us.

MISSION PRAYER FOCUS SUNDAY

Introducing Spurgeons Children's
Charity
Jenny Lovejoy prayed for Spurgeons
Children's Charity and updated us on
their mission work on Sunday 25th
July. Further information can be
viewed, on the mission noticeboard,
at the back of church.

Do continue praying for those in our number who are bereaved, going
through difficulty, who are unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please contact Pastor Michael
Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information on
forthcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

What's Your Intent? – by michael lovejoy

The House of Mercy – just another one of those days
infirmity filled fixation and gaze.
Reflections of dark weathered tear-stained faces
distorted disturbed in ever increasing circles.
Do you intend to get well?

Still waters run deep – so they say
locked falling into unfathomable forgotten obscurity.
Thirty-eight years with infirmity brings familiarity
Yet, troubled waters bring stillness and healing.
Do you intend to get well?
The sheep gate form outer courts – the marginalised gather
pool mentality and plight focused on the angelic presence.
Recurrent troubled waters witnessed with deepening sighs
The transition from pool mentality to Jesus is difficult.
Do you intend to get well?
Jesus in residence with shouts of mercy – get up, pick up and walk
the Lamb of God brings healing at an animal wash pool.
Troubled waters made calm, eyes now transfixed on Jesus
temple focus now on outer courts,
Do you intend to get well?
What is your intent? Are you stuck at your Bethesda pool? Jesus was
there but the man, with an infirmity, did not recognise him. Do we
recognise Jesus in our Bethesda pool, or are we also too fixed on our
Bethesda situations? Healing takes many forms. Jesus wants to heal us
when we take our eyes off our Bethesda pools.
God bless you all,
Pastor Michael

We take safeguarding very seriously.
Northolt Park Baptist Church has
clear policies and procedures to
safeguard children, young people
and adults at risk. A designated
Safeguarding Lead provides support
to carry out safeguarding policies. All
concerns are reported and, where
necessary, referred to external
agencies and police.
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