SUNDAY 10th JANUARY 2021
Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Rev. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing the ministry of the
Word to us and Janet Yau will be leading us in a time of prayer
and worship. The service will be live streamed on Teamviewer
this coming Sunday.

CHURCH CLOSURE
Covid: England's third national lockdown has legally comes into force. The
government and health officials informed the nation of a much more rapid
spread of a more highly contagious variant form of the Covid-19 virus.
Although places of worship are still allowed to remain open during this
new tier, the leadership at NPBC made a difficult decision to, once again,
close the Church until further notice.
The Baptist Union of Great Britain made the following statement: "In light
of the introduction of national lockdown in England from 5 January and the
ongoing ‘alert level 4’ introduced across Wales on 20 December, we
strongly encourage churches not to open their buildings for in-person
meeting if at all possible." see link below for further Covid-19
information. https://baptist.org.uk/Groups/337630/Coronavirus.aspx
We realise that this may come as a disappointment for some, who want to
worship in person. However, we feel a duty of care, to both act
responsibly, and make it a priority to protect the vulnerable people in our
church fellowship and within our local community. We will review the
situation at our next Deacons meeting in January. In the meantime, we will
continue to live stream our Sunday services on Teamviewer.

This week's scripture reading
Acts 15:1-29 (NIV)
The Council at Jerusalem

15 Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching
the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom
taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and
Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas
were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to
see the apostles and elders about this question. 3 The church sent them
on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they
told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the
believers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed
by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported
everything God had done through them.
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees
stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to
keep the law of Moses.”
6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might
hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who
knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit
to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and
them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to
test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our
ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”
12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and
Paul telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the
Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up.
“Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14 Simon[a] has described to us how
God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15
The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:
16 “‘After this I will return
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.

and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
Its ruins I will rebuild,
and I will restore it,
17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
even all the Gentiles who bear my name,
says the Lord, who does these things’[b]—
18 things known from long ago.[c]
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the
Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them,
telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality,
from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law of
Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read
in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”
The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers

22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to
choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who
were leaders among the believers. 23 With them they sent the following
letter:
The apostles and elders, your brothers,
To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization
and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all
agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends
Barnabas and Paul— 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to
confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the
Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following
requirements: 29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from
blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You
will do well to avoid these things.
Farewell.

Annette translated the story below but decided in the end not to include it

Annette translated the story below but decided in the end not to include it
in her sermon. However, she requested it be included in this week's
Newsletter.
Dialogue at the manger

A young boy is visiting his grandfather and is watching him carve nativity
figures. The boy looks at these figures so long that they start coming to life
for him: he goes into the stable with the shepherds and kings and
suddenly stands in front of the child in the manger.
Then he notices with sadness: his hands are empty! Everyone brought
something with them, except for him. When Jesus looks at him he quickly
says: “I promise you the best that I have! I'll give you my new bike - no, my
electric train."
The child in the manger shakes his head with a smile and says: “But I
don't want your electric train. Give me your last test!” - “My last test?”
Stammered the boy, very frightened. “But the teacher wrote ..., she wrote
‘fail/not good enough’ underneath!” “That's exactly why I want it,” replies
baby Jesus. “You should always give me what is "not good enough" in
your life. That's what I was born for!”
“I’d like a second present from you,” Jesus continues. “I want your mug!”
Now the little boy is sad: “My mug? - But it broke!” - “That is exactly why I
want it”, says the Jesus child lovingly, “you can bring me everything that
breaks in your life. I want to make it whole!"
“And I want a third present from you,” the little boy hears the voice of the
child in the manger again. “I would like to have the answer from you that
you gave to your mother when she asked you why the mug broke. The
boy starts crying. Sobbing, he confesses: “But I lied about that. I said to
my mother: 'I dropped the mug by accident!' But in reality I threw it on the
ground in anger!” “That's why I want the answer,” says baby Jesus firmly,
“always bring me all your lies, your defiance, your meanness - everything
what is bad in your life." says baby Jesus. "And when you come to me, I
want to help you; I want to accept you in your weakness; I want to forgive
you again and again; I want to take you by the hand and show you the
way. That is why I came into this world. Do you want this?" And the boy
looks, listens and is filled with wonder.....
(Author: Walter Baudet; adapted and translated by Annette Glaw)

Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our
Sunday services using Teamviewer. Please see, below his message
relating to live streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Teamviewer video instructions
at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and
go through the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The
videos are for Windows and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles
shown apply to both Mac and Android devices. We will be having 1 Test
session (mainly for first time users) before the Sunday Service session.
The session is to ensure that everyone is familiar with Teamviewer, the online meeting software and to ensure that any issues are resolved before
the Sunday service. For each session you should be able to see
something similar to one of the screens we had last week.
Session Name:
Date:
Web Address (url):
Meeting ID:

Sunday Service
10/01/2021 at 10:30am
https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the
relevant meeting id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420.
The Sunday online service starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at
10.15 am. This will give some time for everyone to get logged in before we
start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer or mobile
smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package, you can
join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated
time and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please
note 0845 numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For
those who do not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael
know and we can arrange for an alternative way for you to join Sunday
service.

If anyone has downloaded Teamviewer, is comfortable using it, and is
willing to help others download Blizz, please do support one another. We
hope to have as many people as possible joining our service! Please
continue to check your email every few hours as this will be our only way
of sending any late-breaking information.

The following services are being live streamed on Teamviewer
Sunday 3rd January

Theme: 'What are you waiting for?'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: Luke 2:22-38 NIV
Sunday 10th January

FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: ‘A Truly Radical Church'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: Acts 15:1-29 NIV
Sunday 17th January

COMMUNION SERVICE
Themes: 'TBC'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: 'TBC'

Scriptures: 'TBC'
Sunday 24th January

MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'A Truly Prophetic Church'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: 'Acts 11:19-30'
Sunday 31st January

Theme: 'A Truly Missional Church’
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: 'Acts 13:1-5'

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 17th January, Olu Falowo, will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Olu as he prepares to minister to us
especially during these difficult and uncertain times.

Do continue praying for those in our number who are going through
difficulty, unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be mindful of the
unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all before the
Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please contact Pastor Michael
Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information on
forthcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your giving. We cannot match God's
generosity, but whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's
placed in the Master's hands for His service. Again, we would want you to
save your tithe/offering until our return to public worship/fellowship or
make deposits directly into our Church Barclays' account,
No: 70317500, Bank Code 20-38-83. Thank you for your continued
support in your giving unto the Lord. May God continue to bless your
giving especially during a time of so much uncertainty in our country and
world due to COVID-19 Virus.

Maintaining spirituality within our 3rd national lockdown

I recently finished reading a book on spirituality based on George Lings'
monastic life. He describes 'seven sacred spaces', a study of monastic life
and time he spent with the Northumbria Community and the Anglican
Franciscans at Hillfield in Dorset. The seven sacred spaces Lings discerns
in monastic life are as follows: the Cell (prayer life), the Chapel (Public
worship), the Chapter (Planning and decision making), the Cloister
(Meeting for fellowship), the Garden (Work), the Refectory (Sharing), and
the Scriptorium (Study/Library). All seven space form aspects of
spirituality. While most churches focus on just one, the chapel, Lings

spirituality. While most churches focus on just one, the chapel, Lings
argues that a healthy Christian community needs to balance all seven
spaces, with chapel and refectory being 'the twin centres of life'.
This being said: What do I understand by the term 'spirituality'? How would
I fashion a working definition of Christian spirituality? What do I regard as
the essential elements of authentic Christian spirituality? These questions
had helped me support a model of spirituality which is:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Biblical
A spirituality which draws from the rich traditions of the Christian
church history.
A spirituality which has Jesus at the centre.
A spirituality that reflects a work/life balance

What does the Bible teach on spirituality?

Christians are biblically grounded, reliant on the Holy Spirit, and the
application of scriptures is an integral part of life. Christian spirituality is
biblically defined as faith in action. James 1:25 notes, for example: 'But the
one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres,
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his
doing.' Faith in action makes connections to the 'garden' (Work) and
'Refectory (Sharing) spaces of monastic life. The daily elements of
pastoral care, whether through prayer, telephone calls, emails, and
personal visits, contribute to 'gardening' with others.
Holy Spirit empowered spirituality

The Holy Spirit empowers Christian spirituality to live according to God's
will. For example, 1 John 1:5-8 teaches that true spirituality depends on
God's supernatural power, rather than being dependent on human
strength. Christian spirituality is concerned with the whole person and is
relational with both God and with our neighbours. Rather than separating
spiritual from physical, financial, social, and other life experiences into
distinct areas, unconnected to our faith. Christian spirituality relates to how
all of life's facets connects our relationship with God.
Spiritual icebergs

It's only the visible part of the spiritual iceberg that's seen and experienced
during public acts of worship, what of the unseen mass that constitutes
Christian living? The idea of a spiritual journey is powerfully present in
scripture and in subsequent Christian history and experience. It's a
journey expressed through prayer, worship, and daily living. Christian
spirituality is, ultimately, reliant on doing church where ever we are, which
leads to a union between the divine and human experience. Let me
conclude with scripture Romans 12: 'Therefore, I urge you, brothers,
given God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and

given God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.'
As always, the blessing of Christ, be with you all,
Pastor Michael

Minister's Surgery
Covid-19 notice: Surgery closed until further notice
Minister's surgery is held at NPBC on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Rev. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him, to make an
appointment, by emailing rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632
9225 (Manse)
Please note: Visits are by appointment only.
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