Sunday 12th May 2019
Northolt Park Baptist Church Weekly Newsletter

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Janet Yau is leading the worship
service and Revd. Martin Hopwood will be preaching.

This Sunday 12th May
Family Service
Theme: 'The Lord's
Prayer'
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Janet
Scripture: Matthew 5:2,

Scripture: Matthew 5:2,
6:5-15, 7:28-29
Scripture Reader: Sue
Sunday Club:
Creche:
Greeters: Sue
Teas/Coﬀees: Lisa

Services in May 2019
Sunday 5th May
Theme: Endurance,
Renewal & Restoration
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: John 21:4-24
Scripture Reader:
Margaret R
Music Lead: Dennis
Sunday Club: Janet

This week's scripture reading
(Matthew 6:5-15) NIV
Prayer
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites,
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and
on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell
you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But
when you pray, go into your room, close the door
and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward
you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling
like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them,
for your Father knows what you need before you ask
him.
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:
“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins,
your Father will not forgive your sins.

Creche: Nicola
Greeters: Roy
Teas/Coﬀees: Sue
Sunday 12th MAY
'Family Service'
Theme: The Lord's Prayer
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Janet
Music Lead: iSingWorship
Scripture: Matthew 5:2,
6:5-15, 7:28-29
Scripture Reader: Yinka
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Sue
Teas/Coﬀees: Lisa
Sunday 19th May
'Communion Service'
Theme: 'Prayer'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Hazel

your Father will not forgive your sins.

Scripture: John 17:1-26
Scripture Reader: Dennis
Sunday Club: Nicola
Creche: Jenny, Hazel &
Latia
Greeters: TBC
Teas/Coﬀees: Dennis
Farina
Sunday 26th May
'Day of Prayer'
'Mission Focus' - Jenny
Theme: 'Standing in the

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service 10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

Gap'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Michael
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: 2 Chronicles
7:14, 20:12b,
Luke 22:31-32
Scripture Reader: Sue
Sunday Club: Margaret R
Creche: Janet
Greeters: Timi
Teas/Coﬀees: Church
Lunch

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them
all before the Lord in

prayer.

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Janet Yau
- iSingWorship
- Jenny
- Josephine
- Dennis

The Annual General Meeting was postponed from
2nd June 2019 to 23rd June 2019. This allows
sufficient time for deacons' elections to take place.
The ballot papers needed to be out 2 weeks before
the AGM. Therefore, ballot papers needs to be out
by Sunday 9th June. Let's remain prayerful as we
seek God's will for our church and for any potential
Deacon nominees.

David and Margie
Whitehorn requested
prayers for WEC UK
leadership community.
Their recent email read:
'The new UK leadersdesignate, who are due to
take up office in October
this year and are in the
time of handover, are
having a huge struggle
with Malcolm's health. He
had an operation a couple
of months ago and is
struggling to recover from
this, going in and out of
hospital, at times being
very ill indeed. He
returned home last
weekend and everything
looked so much better,
but yesterday he was readmitted into hospital with
breathing difficulties. Dr's
etc are baffled. He has
one daughter; clearly this
is a very tough time for his
wife and daughter. The
out-going Leaders are
deputy International
directors-designate, so
this all has a serious
knock-on effect for WEC!
Thank you so much for
sharing this with us.

Let's continue praying as we discuss and plan the
next phase of our church development in His
service.
The Baptist Union is providing a webinar link on
24th May at 1pm for people to watch which is
about advising churches considering major

sharing this with us.
David and Margie'
Let's continue praying for
the vision and work of
Worldwide Evangelisation
for Christ (WEC) UK. Pray
Malcolm's health be
restored according to His
will and the concerns of
family and WEC's needs
be met in His service.

redevelopment or rebuilds. The webinar link
is https://www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/545367/Redev
eloping_Church_Premises.aspx It may be
informative and helpful in our decision making and
prayer focus.

BMS reports: 'The horrific
bombings in Sri Lanka left

What do we understand by the term ‘spirituality’?
How would we fashion a working definition of
Christian spirituality? What do we regard as the
essential elements of truly Christian spirituality?
These questions should help support a model of
spirituality which is biblical, a spirituality which
draws from the rich traditions of the Christian
church, and a spirituality which has Jesus at the
centre.

the Christian world
reeling. But your
generous giving has
already empowered local
people to help in practical
ways. You’ve provided
£10,000 to support
communities now and for
the coming years – and
you didn’t even know it.'
Pray for the vision and

Sunday 26th May, is our 'Day of Prayer' at NPBC.
The scripture focus for the day is taken from Luke
22:31-32: “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift

work of BMS.

all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you,
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you

Let's continue praying for
the Brexit talks. Pray God
will give wisdom and
direction with all

have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
Let's be prayerful as we seek God's guidance by
the ministry of His Word. Do invite family friends as
we worship, pray and share fellowship over a bring
and share lunch.

direction with all
negotiations and any
agreements will serve our
nation and maintain
relations with the EU and
rest of the world.

Let us pray for you

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com
If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Our next Bible study is on Tuesday 7th May
at 10 am. Our studies will be in the book of Job.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

The next meeting will be held on 5th June and
there after on the first Wednesday of each month.
ALL ARE MOST WELCOME!

Prayer Matter! Let me begin with two quotations: John Bunyan - "When you
pray it would be better to let your heart be without words, than to let your words
be without heart." Charles Spurgeon - "The prayer of the heart is the heart of
prayer." Both theologians refer to the 'heart' within the context of prayer.
My heartfelt pray for us at NPBC is revival, however, revival take many forms. I
want us to consider Psalm 85 as a prayer focus for revival. The Sons of Korah
were the lyricists of this psalm. Can revival be defined as sole or a set of
planned evangelistic church meetings where souls are saved? Such
evangelistic meeting may well have elements of what can be referred to as
revival. But revival involves more, much more. Minister/Theologian D.A. Carson
believes: 'It's a renewing work of the Holy Spirit that challenge God’s people to
continue living transformed lives in faithful discipleship.' I support
his interpretation of revival. But I believe another good definition for revival can
also be found in Acts 3:19: 'Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins
may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,' In this
verse Peter tells the people to repent, to turn back so that sins will be forgiven
and seasons of refreshing may be further experience. Is
evangelism, where many get saved, revival? Again, I believe it's much more.
It's potentially a lifetime journey of growth and transitional changes, in faithful
discipleship and service unto the Lord.
Let's consider Psalms 85.
Psalm 85:1-3 essentially encourages us to reflect on our past. To consider
where we had come from: 'You, Lord, showed favour to your land; you restored
the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all
their sins. You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger.' In
reflection, just like the people of Israel, we need to see what God has brought
us from to?
In verse 4-7 The lyricists identify a number of dilemmas of his present age and
culture. Various scholars note: 'The people of Israel had been in exile and had
now returned home. However, home doesn't feel like home. Things
had changed. The temples were unmaintained, run down by people who had
no respect for God or the things of God.' Can our contemporary living and

no respect for God or the things of God.' Can our contemporary living and
society be reflected in these verses? Are we living in a similar world today,
where there's less respect for God, authority and morals? Is Faith and Religion
being marginalised to now only providing a service to the community in terms of
rites of passage? As a result, the psalmist asks a series of questions:
5 'Will you be angry with us?
Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
6 Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?
In response, however, salvation is tied to God’s love: 'Show us your unfailing
love, Lord, and grant us your salvation. (85:7)
Revival requires that you and I wait upon God (Psalm 85:8-9)
8 I will listen to what God the Lord says;
he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— but let them not turn
to folly.
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Waiting on the Lord is a hard box to tick. My philosophy of ministry notes:
'prayer, preparation and patience'. I have to wait upon God. Now waiting
doesn’t mean I am waiting and doing nothing. This Psalm tells us that we have
been called by God. We are going to do what He has instructed or will instruct
us to do. The New Testament reminds us that we are people who are now
waiting for Christ's return. But we are also co-workers with Christ for Christ in
the not yet Kingdom of God on earth. However, God's continual working in our
lives, churches and community can be considered revival. In (Psalm 85:10-13)
the psalmist describes renewal in terms of both vertical and horansital
relationships.
10 'Love and faithfulness meet together;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed give what is good,
and our land will yield its harvest.
13 Righteousness goes before him
and prepares the way for his steps.
Finally, there is hope for renewal. The past, present and future is brought
together through God's covenantal 'Love' and His 'Righteousness'. But a
reciprocated covenantal relationship requires us to remain faithful and live
within a bond of peace, Therefore, it's not surprising Paul encourages us to:
'Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.' in
Ephesians 4:3. and in John 17:20-23 Jesus Prays for All Believers: 'My prayer
is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I
am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought
to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.' All of creation awaits the return of Christ.
Heaven and Earth will be in perfect unity and harmony with the God of all
creation.

creation.
Let me close with scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:14
14: 'if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and I will heal their land.'
May God bless you all in His service.
Pastor Michael

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
Baptist Home Mission Fund

Baptist Home Mission Fund
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International ) -David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Living Stones House of Prayer – Cyprus
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade (Local children's Mission Outreach)
Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8422 8446 (Church Office)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.

Minister: Revd. Michael Lovejoy
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