SUNDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2021
Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Rebekah Rego will be bringing the ministry of the Word
to us and Josephine Morris will be leading us in a time of prayer
and worship. The service will be live streamed on Teamviewer
this coming Sunday.

CHURCH CLOSURE
Official Government Deaths with COVID-19, on the death certificate, has
exceeded 100,000 to date. The Covid is rampant in this area with new
variant forms entering the UK. That’s millions of families being affected
with bereavement and loss of loved ones. We continue to pray for our
Church and our country.
In light of the nation's plight against the Covid-19 virus and our duty of
care to our aging community. The Minister and Deacons met in
January and agreed NPBC remain closed until further notice.
We realise that this may come as a disappointment for some, who want to
worship in person. However, we feel a duty of care, to both act
responsibly, and make it a priority to protect the vulnerable people in our
church fellowship and within our local community. We will review the
situation at our next Deacons meeting in February. In the meantime, we
will continue to pray for our churches nation and world. Sunday services
will continue to be live stream on Teamviewer.

This week's scripture readings
I John 4:7-21 (NIV)
God’s Love and Ours

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God
lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us
of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus
is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know
and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This
is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence
on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear
in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother
and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must
also love their brother and sister.

Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our
Sunday services using Teamviewer. Please see, below his message
relating to live streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Teamviewer video instructions
at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and
go through the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The
videos are for Windows and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles
shown apply to both Mac and Android devices. We will be having 1 Test
session (mainly for first time users) before the Sunday Service session.
The session is to ensure that everyone is familiar with Teamviewer, the online meeting software and to ensure that any issues are resolved before
the Sunday service. For each session you should be able to see
something similar to one of the screens we had last week.
Session Name:
Date:
Web Address (url):
Meeting ID:

Sunday Service
14/02/2021 at 10:30am
https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the
relevant meeting id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420.
The Sunday online service starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at
10.15 am. This will give some time for everyone to get logged in before we
start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer or mobile
smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package, you can
join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated
time and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please
note 0845 numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For
those who do not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael
know and we can arrange for an alternative way for you to join Sunday
service.
If anyone has downloaded Teamviewer, is comfortable using it, and is

If anyone has downloaded Teamviewer, is comfortable using it, and is
willing to help others download Blizz, please do support one another. We
hope to have as many people as possible joining our service! Please
continue to check your email every few hours as this will be our only way
of sending any late-breaking information.

The following services are being live streamed on Teamviewer
Sunday 7th February

Theme: 'A Truly Serving Church'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: Luke 6:1-7 NIV
Sunday 14th February

FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: ‘A Truly Loving Church'
Speaker: Rebekah Rego
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21
Sunday 21st February

COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'A Truly Prayerful Church'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Acts 12:1-18 (NIV)

Sunday 28th February

MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'A Truly United Church'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: Acts 4:24-35 NIV

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 21th February Olu Falowo, will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Olu as he prepares to minister to us
especially during these difficult and uncertain times.

Continue to pray for Pat, her two daughters, Helene, Kirsty and Duncan's
extended families. Our minister officiated Duncan Davidson's funeral
service on Monday 8th February. Our prayers and deep condolences go to
Pat and her family and friends of Duncan during this difficult time.
Do continue praying for Tanner, Kristinia and Abigail. All have Coronavirus
and are recovering and gaining strength. Kristinia is still unwell with
coughing, shortness breath and experiencing low energy levels. Pray for
her especially during her pregnancy. May God bless the entire family and
for her full-term safe delivery.

Continue praying for Stan who is unwell. He had been admitted to
Northwick Park Hospital, after experiencing stroke symptoms. Stan has
now been discharged home. Continue praying for both Stan and
Margaret's recovery and strength.
Continue praying for Jackie and her family who have the Coronavirus.
Jackie, Marni, Paul (Her brother) have all contracted the virus. Pray for
God's healing, renewed strength and full recovery.
Continue pray for Jean, Alfred and their extended family who also had the
Coronavirus. The family are feeling better now but are left
feeling exhausted. Pray for strength and complete recovery. James' care
in the community has been established and he is taking a two week break
in community care. Continue praying for James and his ongoing care.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are going through
difficulty, been/are unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have

Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please contact Pastor Michael
Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information on
forthcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your giving. We cannot match God's
generosity, but whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's
placed in the Master's hands for His service. Again, we would want you to
save your tithe/offering until our return to public worship/fellowship or
make deposits directly into our Church Barclays' account,
No: 70317500, Bank Code 20-38-83. Thank you for your continued
support in your giving unto the Lord. May God continue to bless your
giving especially during a time of so much uncertainty in our country and
world due to COVID-19 Virus.

A truly loving Church listens

Valentine's Day is on Sunday 14th February. I have selected a poem by
Charles Finn to reflect the theme of love. It's a fairly lengthy poem worth
reading.
Please Hear What I'm Not Saying - by Charles C. Finn 1966

"Don't be fooled by me.
Don't be fooled by the face I wear
for I wear a mask, a thousand masks,
masks that I'm afraid to take off,
and none of them is me.
Pretending is an art that's second nature with me,
but don't be fooled,
for God's sake don't be fooled.
I give you the impression that I'm secure,
that all is sunny and unruffled with me, within as well as without,
that confidence is my name and coolness my game,
that the water's calm and I'm in command
and that I need no one,
but don't believe me.
My surface may seem smooth but my surface is my mask,
ever-varying and ever-concealing.
Beneath lies no complacence.
Beneath lies confusion, and fear, and aloneness.
But I hide this. I don't want anybody to know it.
I panic at the thought of my weakness exposed.
That's why I frantically create a mask to hide behind,
a nonchalant sophisticated facade,
to help me pretend,
to shield me from the glance that knows.
But such a glance is precisely my salvation, my only hope,
and I know it.
That is, if it's followed by acceptance,
if it's followed by love.

It's the only thing that can liberate me from myself,

It's the only thing that can liberate me from myself,
from my own self-built prison walls,
from the barriers I so painstakingly erect.
It's the only thing that will assure me
of what I can't assure myself,
that I'm really worth something.
But I don't tell you this. I don't dare to, I'm afraid to.
I'm afraid your glance will not be followed by acceptance,
will not be followed by love.

I'm afraid you'll think less of me,
that you'll laugh, and your laugh would kill me.
I'm afraid that deep-down I'm nothing
and that you will see this and reject me.
So I play my game, my desperate pretending game,
with a facade of assurance without
and a trembling child within.
So begins the glittering but empty parade of masks,
and my life becomes a front.
I idly chatter to you in the suave tones of surface talk.
I tell you everything that's really nothing,
and nothing of what's everything,
of what's crying within me.
So when I'm going through my routine
do not be fooled by what I'm saying.
Please listen carefully and try to hear what I'm not saying,
what I'd like to be able to say,
what for survival I need to say,
but what I can't say.
I don't like hiding.
I don't like playing superficial phony games.
I want to stop playing them.
I want to be genuine and spontaneous and me
but you've got to help me.
You've got to hold out your hand
even when that's the last thing I seem to want.
Only you can wipe away from my eyes
the blank stare of the breathing dead.
Only you can call me into aliveness.
Each time you're kind, and gentle, and encouraging,
each time you try to understand because you really care,
my heart begins to grow wings-very small wings,
very feeble wings,

very feeble wings,
but wings!
With your power to touch me into feeling
you can breathe life into me.
I want you to know that.
I want you to know how important you are to me,
how you can be a creator--an honest-to-God creator-of the person that is me
if you choose to.
You alone can break down the wall behind which I tremble,
you alone can remove my mask,
you alone can release me from my shadow-world of panic,
from my lonely prison,
if you choose to.
Please choose to.
Do not pass me by.
It will not be easy for you.
A long conviction of worthlessness builds strong walls.
The nearer you approach to me the blinder I may strike back.
It's irrational, but despite what the books say about man
often I am irrational.
I fight against the very thing I cry out for.
But I am told that love is stronger than strong walls and in this lies my
hope.

Please try to beat down those walls
with firm hands but with gentle hands
for a child is very sensitive.
Who am I, you may wonder?
I am someone you know very well.
For I am every man you meet
and I am every woman you meet."
Charles C. Finn (September 1966)

Let me close with scripture
The reflection of a truly believing and loving Church

The Apostle Paul expresses the measure of faith, hope and love of a truly
loving Church.
The Greatest Gift - I Corinthians 13 (NKJV)
'Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love,
I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have

I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have
the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me
nothing.
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade
itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is
not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in
the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things.
8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether
there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will
vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when
that which is [d]perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done
away.
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in
part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.
13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these
is love.'
My pray is we may believe, know and live this love as a church.
With love, in Christ, to you all,
Rev. Michael Lovejoy

We take safeguarding very seriously. Northolt Park Baptist Church has
clear policies and procedures to safeguard children, young people and
adults at risk. A designated Safeguarding Lead provides support to carry

adults at risk. A designated Safeguarding Lead provides support to carry
out safeguarding policies. All concerns are reported and, where
necessary, referred to external agencies and police.

Minister's Surgery
Covid-19 notice: Surgery closed until further notice
Minister's surgery is held at NPBC on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Rev. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him, to make an
appointment, by emailing rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632
9225 (Manse)
Please note: Visits are by appointment only.
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