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Sunday 16th June 2019
Northolt Park Baptist Church

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Josephine Morris is leading the
worship service and Revd. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing
the ministry of the word.

This Sunday 2nd June
'Communion Service'
Theme: 'Trinity Sunday'
and 'Father's Day'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: Matthew 28:1620

This week's scripture reading
(Matthew 28:16-20) NIV
The Great Commission

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When

Scripture Reader: Pat
Sunday Club: Janet
Creche: Tanner, Kristiana
Greeters: Pat
Teas/Coﬀees: Sue

mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”

Teas/Coﬀees: Sue

Services in June 2019
Sunday 2nd June
Theme: 'Bearers of Good
News'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Sue Blake
Scripture: 2 Kings 7:1-20
Scripture Reader: Hazel
Music Lead: Dennis
Sunday Club: Yinka
Creche: Jenny, Letia,
Hazel
Greeters: Roy
Teas/Coﬀees: Brett
Sunday 9th June
'Family Service'

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service 10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

Theme: To be confirmed
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Janet
Music Lead: iSingWorship
Scripture: TBC
Scripture Reader: Nicola
Sunday Club: Family
Service
Creche: Family Service
Greeters: Letia
Teas/Coﬀees: Cynthia

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny

Sunday 16th June
'Communion Service'
Theme: 'Trinity Sunday'
and 'Father's Day'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: Matthew 28:1620
Scripture Reader: Pat

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS

Sunday Club: Janet
Creche: Tanner, Kristiana
Greeters: Pat

Greeters: Pat

Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

Teas/Coﬀees: Sue
Sunday 23th June
'Mission Focus' - Jenny
Theme: 'The Church Image of Trinity'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Josephine Morris
- Dennis
- Janet
- Josephine
- Jenny

Worship Lead: Jenny
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: John 17;21
Ephesians 4:4-6;13.
Scripture Reader: Lisa
Sunday Club: Lisa
Creche: Paul
Greeters: Margaret Carey
Teas/Coﬀees: Paul
Sunday 30th June
Theme: 'To be confirmed'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Brett
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: TBC
Scripture Reader: Paul
Sunday Club: Margaret R
Creche: Yinka
Greeters: Naomi
Teas/Coﬀees: Letia, Hazel

Baptism and Church Membership Classes starting
Tuesday 18th June at 7pm (The Manse)
Michael is planning to start a beginner's bible class
leading to baptism and church membership.
Request for both Baptism and an introduction to
the bible have been made by: Tanner, Kristiana,
and Jacqueline. If you, or anyone else you may
know, feel may benefit from an introduction class to
the bible or want to be baptised and want to
prepare for church membership. Please contact
our pastor Michael.

Happy Father's Day!
Wishing all our fathers a
blessed day. Give God
thanks for positive male
role models in our lives.

role models in our lives.
Let's also remain
prayerfully mindful of
families where fathers are
absent for whatever
reason.

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on
23rd June 2019. Team leaders are reminded to prepare
and share their reports at the AGM meeting. Ballot papers
for the election of deacon and church treasurer to take
place at a short church members’ meeting immediately
after the (AGM). Let's remain prayerful as we seek God's
will for our church and for potential Deacon and Treasurer
votes.

Short agenda is planned that includs elections for
deacon and treasurer. All are welcome to attend,
however, only members will be permitted to vote.

Pastor Michael requests
prayer for all our baptism
candidates Tanner and
Kristiana who are
preparing for baptism and
church membership. Pray
also for Jacqueline as she
and others prayerfully
undertake a beginner's
bible class.

Pray for our pastor as he
prepares the ministry of
the word for this coming
Sunday.

Let's continue praying for our church finances to
meet the structural costs and general maintenance
costs of our church. Pray we select the right
contractors to undertake the works that's so
needed to make safe/preserve structural defects
and new works.

Our next Bible study is on Tuesday 18th June
at 10 am. Our studies will be in the book of Job.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

The scripture I want to
share with our present
and potential new
deacons is found in Acts
20:28. 28 'Keep watch
over yourselves and all
the flock of which the Holy
Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds
of the church of God,
which he bought with his
own blood. May we
remain prayerful, vigilant,
diligent, sober minded,
patient with our pastor
care for one another in
His service.

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.

The next meeting will be held on 3rd July and there
after on the first Wednesday of each month.
ALL ARE MOST WELCOME!

Let us pray for you

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com
If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

God and Trinity

My theological background is one of diversity. The emphasis on Trinity doctrine has been
growing and becoming more evident: in my personal and public prayer life, teaching,
preaching, worship and pastoral care. This reality had been evident before and from the
outset of my call and induction at Northolt Park Baptist Church. Is God a Trinity? This is,
without doubt, a most challenging theological question that's been debated
throughout church history. I have studied the doctrine of Trinity, at postgraduate level, and
still struggle to understand the omni-nature and substance of God. However, as a disciple
of Christ, I am required to express a view that can only be understood, in-part, due to its
incomparable nature.
Firstly, there is no explicit biblical reference made to trinity. It wasn't until around AD
185, in response to heresy, that Tertullian used the word trinity to describe the Godhead for
the first time to explain the relationship between God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit in terms of one being in three persons. There is also another belief that is
known as modalism. Modalism is the belief that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit represent
three modes or aspects of God, not three distinct persons. Basically, God takes different
forms at different times. Both of these theories are trying to explain the unique nature of the
relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and both are considered to be

relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and both are considered to be
monotheistic (One God) in nature. Then there are various ongoing discussion between
Catholic and Orthodox denominations who depict or refuting a hierarchical nature of Trinity
in terms of God is greater than Son, and the Son is greater than and Holy Spirit within the
triune Godhead.
Judaism, Christianity and Islam are faith traditions that had derived from
Abrahamic descendants and consider themselves monotheistic faith traditions. However,
Theologians past and present still continue to question the meaning and nature of God and
all have established creeds (statements of religious beliefs) to refute any heresy: The
Jewish Shema declaration states: 'Hear O Israel the Lord God is One'. In Islam the
Shahadah affirms: 'There is no god but Allah (God), and Muhammad is the messenger of
Allah.' Therefore, absolute monotheism is at the heart of their faith in God where the
absolute oneness of God is defined in both Judaism and Islam as absolute. In the sayings
of the prophet Muhammad (The Hadith) the doctrine of Tawhid is explicit: 'God is One and
He is indivisible' thus, refuting any notion, ideology, philosophy, theology relating to: bitheism, tri-theism (thus refuting the doctrine of Trinity) polytheism...etc. In Christianity we
have the Nicene Creed stating: 'We believe in One God, We believe in One Lord Jesus
Christ Son of God and We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.' However,
faith traditions argue about the nature of the Godhead, and no doubt will continue to argue,
creating further schisms (divisions) as a result.
I have studied the doctrine (teachings) of Trinity and can honestly conclude not fully
understanding the interpenetrating nature and substance of a triune God. It's indeed a
mystery as to how God choose to pierce human history, in human form (Incarnation) and
still co-exist in the Godhead in such a way that humanity still struggles with it theologically
and can never understand its implication fully until the eschaton (End times). However,
Philippians 2:7 goes a considerable way to explain the true nature of Christ in His human
form. But the bible also tells us it’s a great mystery. In 1 Timothy 3:16 we read: 'Beyond all
question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the
flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.' I would want scripture to establish and
be the ultimate authority in this matter. Why? Because there are naturally limitations posed
on creation in terms of creation trying to fully understand its creator. We have to rely on,
God breathed, Holy Scripture. When Moses asked who YAHWEH (God) was, God
answered I AM THAT I AM... Exodus 3:14. That was enough to establish relations with
Israel. When Jesus asked Peter ' who do you say that I AM?' The Holy Spirit of God
empowered Peter to say 'You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.' (Matthew 16:16).
This was enough to establish the Church. Next week I will consider whether there is a
correlation to be made between Trinity and ecclesiology? (How we do church) If so, how is
it being expressed within Baptist Congregationalist practice? I suggest that instead of
arguing about the Trinity: Let's seek God, let's listening to the gospel of Christ, and let's
obey the Holy Spirit.
In closing, let me return to the question, is God a Trinity? I don’t really know or fully
understand Trinity, but I believe in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are One God,
worthy to be worshiped and praised. We are not expected to understand how God did what
He did fully, wonderful as that might be, but the why God did what He did is important to
understand. We are simply expected to believe that He is the 'I AM THAT I AM!' and Jesus
is the 'Son' of the most High Living God as revealed by God's Holy Spirit. The why can
be found in John 3:16. Therefore, let me end with the word relationship.
Love to you all in Christ always,

Love to you all in Christ always,
Pastor Michael

THIS MONTH'S MISSION PRAYER FOCUS
David and Margie were very touched by how many responded to the urgent prayer request
for Malcolm, the WEC UK Director designate. The health situation is not resolved, their
request is for continued prayers for Malcolm.
Some shared experiences and prayer requests:
'We enjoyed taking part in the Nigerian missions conference and were very touched by
their gracious welcome. A few individuals wanted to know 'what next' because they felt that
God was clearly calling them into a cross-cultural ministry, which is very encouraging.'
'This letter has been waiting just in case we had news of our second grandchild, but
nothing yet so I thought I would get something written anyway! Ruth would love folk to pray
that the baby comes soon! Otherwise the family are doing well.'

that the baby comes soon! Otherwise the family are doing well.'
'Our dates for this year have been fluctuating a bit; some are clear, but others are still
rather up in the air. We are trusting that we remain sensitive to God's Spirit for His
direction. We definitely have some changes in our responsibilities.'
'One activity we have committed ourselves to, which has nothing directly to do with Africa,
but maybe indirectly, is to help at one of the WEC summer young peoples' camps. We are
committed to the second week for the teens, (Aug 3-10): Margie in the kitchen and David
helping with lots of things!'
'We have also been asked to share on Mission at one evening meeting. However there is
real need for more adult helpers and also for campers. Please do let this be known in your
churches and groups.Following that we will be helping with the orientation of a couple due
to go to BCS (the WEC school in Senegal)'
Praise
time at the Nigerian conference
opportunities of friendship with M people in this city
time with family and friends
Prayer
Malcolm's second operation and need for healing
working on our programme!
More helpers and campers for WEC Camps
Olelo's family in Empada as they grieve and adjust to life without him
Ruth, Mark and Harvey preparing for the birth of their second child, any day now.
Esther is on call....
We would love more workers for Mozambique and for the peoples of the Horn of
Africa
* Please see mission prayer board for further information and prayer requests.
________________________________________________________________________

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International ) -David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Living Stones House of Prayer – Cyprus
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade (Local children's Mission Outreach)

Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
* Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority.

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8422 8446 (Church Office)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.

Minister: Revd. Michael Lovejoy
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