SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER 2020

'Communion Service'

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. We are now open for public services and taking steps to
keep safe. Rev. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing the ministry of
the Word to us and Brett Jordan will lead us in a time of prayer

the Word to us and Brett Jordan will lead us in a time of prayer
and worship. You are welcome to join us this coming Sunday.
There is a 'first come first serve' policy in operation. To avoid
disappointment please come early. Service starts at 10.30am for
the duration of an hour.

This week's scripture reading
2 Chronicles 29:1-11

(NIV)

'Covenant Relations'
Hezekiah Purifies the Temple

"Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was Abijah
daughter of Zechariah. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
just as his father David had done.
3 In the first month of the first year of his reign, he opened the doors of the
temple of the Lord and repaired them. 4 He brought in the priests and the
Levites, assembled them in the square on the east side 5 and said: “Listen
to me, Levites! Consecrate yourselves now and consecrate the temple of
the Lord, the God of your ancestors. Remove all defilement from the
sanctuary. 6 Our parents were unfaithful; they did evil in the eyes of the
Lord our God and forsook him. They turned their faces away from the
Lord’s dwelling place and turned their backs on him. 7 They also shut the
doors of the portico and put out the lamps. They did not burn incense or
present any burnt offerings at the sanctuary to the God of Israel. 8
Therefore, the anger of the Lord has fallen on Judah and Jerusalem; he
has made them an object of dread and horror and scorn, as you can see

has made them an object of dread and horror and scorn, as you can see
with your own eyes. 9 This is why our fathers have fallen by the sword and
why our sons and daughters and our wives are in captivity. 10 Now I
intend to make a covenant with the Lord, the God of Israel, so that his
fierce anger will turn away from us. 11 My sons, do not be negligent now,
for the Lord has chosen you to stand before him and serve him, to minister
before him and to burn incense.”

WORSHIP MUSIC
Worship Lead - Brett Jordan
Music - Dennis
Bible Reading - 2 Chronicles 29: 1-11 (NIV)
Sermon - Rev. Michael Lovejoy

Church members voted to reopen NPBC on Sunday 20th September 2020. We will
be gathering for public worship every Sunday, at 10.30am, until further notice. As an
alternative, Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our
Sunday services using Blizz. We want to thank both Olu and Dolu for kindly
supporting us with his Information Communication Technology (ICT) experience
during the lockdown. Please see, below his message relating to live streaming our
service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Blizz video instructions at

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and go through
the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The videos are for Windows
and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles shown apply to both Mac and Android
devices. We will be having 1 Test session (mainly for first time users) before the
Sunday Service session. The session is to ensure that everyone is familiar with
Blizz, the on-line meeting software and to ensure that any issues are resolved before
the Sunday service. For each session you should be able to see something similar to
one of the screens we had last week.
Session Name:
Date:
Web Address(url):
Meeting ID:

Sunday Service
18/10/2020 10:30am
https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the relevant meeting
id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420. The Sunday online service
starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at 10.15 am. This will give some time for
everyone to get logged in before we start service. If you do not have a webconnected computer or mobile smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline
package, you can join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the
stated time and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please note
0845 numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For those who do
not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael know and we can arrange
for an alternative way for you to join Sunday service.
If anyone has downloaded Blizz, is comfortable using it, and is willing to help others
download Blizz, please do support one another. We hope to have as many people
as possible joining our service! Please continue to check your email every few hours
as this will be our only way of sending any late-breaking information.

If you are experiencing ICT difficulties please email Olu and cc to Michael.

COVID-19 VIRUS NOTICE
Sunday services are live streamed
PREACHING / WORSHIP ROTA
The OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2020 preaching and worship rotas
is published on the church notice board.
Theme: 'Covenant - Believing and Living'
Sunday 4th October
Theme: 'Covenant'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Genesis 15:1-21
Sunday 11th October
FAMILY SERVICE - (Harvest Festival)
Theme: 'Harvest - God's Generosity'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: Exodus 34:18-28 (NIV)
Sunday 18th October
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'Covenant Believing and Living'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: 2 Chronicles 29:1-11 (NIV)
Sunday 25th October
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'Covenant Believing and Living'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: TBC

Scriptures: TBC

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 25th October, Michael Lovejoy will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Michael as he prepares to minister to
us especially during these uncertain times.

As we return to public worship, pray we keep safe as we all support the
Covid-19 Government guideline for reopening Churches.
Unfortunately NPBC only has a 30 seating capacity with present
social distancing guidelines being implemented. To avoid disappointment,
please arrive early. However, as an alternative, Sunday services are being
live streamed on Blizz.
Let's continue praying for all who have been bereaved recently: We
remember Pat, Roy and Hazel, Martin, Joyce, Jean, Margaret G, Val,
Josephine, The Sharman family and others known to you.
Continue praying for Val who is recovering and gaining strength from her
recent hospitalisation and dialysis. She was discharged with a community
care package. Val is stable and gaining strength. Pray for
improved mobility and her safe care within the community.
Do also continue to pray for James. He has special needs and recovering
from his seizure. The closure of community centres is an added pressure
on the extended family supporting James with his needs. Pray for Alfred,
Jean and extended family in their needs and support of James' recovery.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of

seen for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.
Can we continue praying for Mahood (Jacob's dad). Mahood's wife
(Mandana) and daughter (Mehrnoosh). Mahood is still trying to make
contact with his family, not knowing their whereabouts. Pray for their entire
family, pray the Lord will keep them all safe, during this COVID pandemic
and lockdown and reunite them soon.
Pray for those in our number who are nationally and internationally away.
Timi and Joke, Clement and Bola and others known to you.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it all through prayer and faith in the
Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com
If you have an urgent and essential prayer concern, please
contact Pastor Michael Lovejoy.
Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Get more information on forthcoming activities at NPBC
on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your giving. We cannot match God's generosity,
but whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's placed in the
Master's hands for His service. Again, we would want you to save your
tithe/offering until our return to public worship/fellowship or make a deposits
directly into our Church Barclays' account, No: 70317500, Bank Code 20-3883. Thank you for your continued support in your giving unto the Lord. May God
continue to bless your giving especially during a time of so much uncertainty in
our country and world due to COVID-19 Virus.

'Christ's Invitation to Rest'

"Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest."
(Matthew 11:28)
How many of us have needed to de-clutter our homes. I thank God for the
various council refuse recycling compounds. Where would we be if we were
unable to dump our clutter somewhere? In Ealing, there are two re-use and
recycling centres in the borough, one in Greenford and one in Acton, and lots of
local recycling bins across the borough where we can take our recycling or
waste. These refuse and recycling centres are open seven days a week.
We de-clutter our homes, from time to time – but where do we go when our
lives need decluttering? Matthew 11:28-30 records Jesus saying: "Come to me,
all who labour and are heavily laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." This text
gives three invitations: 'To come, to take and to learn'. We are encouraged to 'to
come' Jesus, take up His yoke, and learn from Him.
The first invitation is to come.
'Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden.' In this verse, Jesus is
offering us an invitation. What a remarkable invite. What powerful words. What
life-changing words. Matthew's Gospel was written primarily for a Jewish
audience. The people of the day were enslaved and yoked to the Law. Jesus
came to fulfil the Law not to abolish it. Today, the invitation to us is still 'come'.
'Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden'. We are to come trusting in
His love for us. We are to come irrespective of our religious, spiritual, physical,
social, or emotional burdens. How many of us are carrying heavy burdens?
Whatever the weariness – Covid-19, work, illness, family, church concern etc.
We are to come to Jesus.

The second invitation is to take
'Take my yoke upon you,' There are different types of yokes, i.e. head, neck
and withers (humps on animals). The theological yoke of the (LAW) Jesus said:
'For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.' We note Jesus' yoke is "easy."
Jesus' yoke is well fitted; it is both easy and light to wear. However, the most
significant yoke we carry is 'sin'. Jesus yoked himself with humanities sin, all
the way to Calvary.
The third invitation is to learn from Jesus
Discipleship is a learning experience. Jesus said 'learn from me; for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.' Let's consider the breadth of his invitation. We all need
to learn and wear the yoke of Jesus: It's the yoke that loves God. It's the yoke
that loves our neighbour. It's the yoke that loves mercy and kindness. It's the
yoke that essentially maintains our relationship with God. Let's learn to put on:
The yoke of gentleness and humility, the yoke of love and forgiveness, the yoke
of faith, trust, and goodness of God. Therefore 'we are invited to learn from
Jesus' yoke' – His yoke is easy, light, and tailor-made for each individual. Its
use brings rest. Remember: The devil will do all in his power to stop us being
yoked with Jesus. Why? Because it frees us from the yoke of sin.
Today, Jesus offers us three wonderful invitations: Firstly, to come - "Come to
me all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest." Secondly,
to take - "Take my yoke upon… for I am gentle and humble.' Thirdly, to learn the benefits of Jesus' Yoke.
My prayer is, may you gladly share this yoke with Jesus. Amen.
Blessings to you all, in Christ, as always,
Pastor Michael

Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Surgery closed until further notice
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Rev'd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him, to
make an appointment, by emailing rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by
telephone on 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Please note: Visits are by appointment only.
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