SUNDAY 24th JANUARY 2021
Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Rev. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing the ministry of the
Word to us and Jenny Lovejoy will be leading us in a time of
prayer and worship. The service will be live streamed on
Teamviewer this coming Sunday.

CHURCH CLOSURE
Covid: England's third national lockdown has legally comes into force. The
government and health officials informed the nation of a much more rapid
spread of a more highly contagious variant form of the Covid-19 virus.
Although places of worship are still allowed to remain open during this
new tier, the leadership at NPBC made a difficult decision to, once again,
close the Church until further notice.
The Baptist Union of Great Britain made the following statement: "In light
of the introduction of national lockdown in England from 5 January and the
ongoing ‘alert level 4’ introduced across Wales on 20 December, we
strongly encourage churches not to open their buildings for in-person
meeting if at all possible." see link below for further Covid-19
information. https://baptist.org.uk/Groups/337630/Coronavirus.aspx
We realise that this may come as a disappointment for some, who want to
worship in person. However, we feel a duty of care, to both act
responsibly, and make it a priority to protect the vulnerable people in our
church fellowship and within our local community. We will review the
situation at our next Deacons meeting in January. In the meantime, we will
continue to live stream our Sunday services on Teamviewer.

This week's scripture readings
Acts 11:19-30 (NIV)
The Church in Antioch
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out
when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and
Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 20 Some of them,
however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.
21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed
and turned to the Lord.
22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas
to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done,
he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all
their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a
great number of people were brought to the Lord.
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found
him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul
met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples
were called Christians first at Antioch.
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.
28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted
that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This
happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one
was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in
Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and
Saul.

Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our
Sunday services using Teamviewer. Please see, below his message
relating to live streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Teamviewer video instructions
at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and
go through the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The
videos are for Windows and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles
shown apply to both Mac and Android devices. We will be having 1 Test
session (mainly for first time users) before the Sunday Service session.
The session is to ensure that everyone is familiar with Teamviewer, the online meeting software and to ensure that any issues are resolved before
the Sunday service. For each session you should be able to see
something similar to one of the screens we had last week.
Session Name:
Date:
Web Address (url):
Meeting ID:

Sunday Service
17/01/2021 at 10:30am
https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the
relevant meeting id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420.
The Sunday online service starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at
10.15 am. This will give some time for everyone to get logged in before we
start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer or mobile
smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package, you can
join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated
time and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please
note 0845 numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For
those who do not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael
know and we can arrange for an alternative way for you to join Sunday
service.
If anyone has downloaded Teamviewer, is comfortable using it, and is
willing to help others download Blizz, please do support one another. We

willing to help others download Blizz, please do support one another. We
hope to have as many people as possible joining our service! Please
continue to check your email every few hours as this will be our only way
of sending any late-breaking information.

The following services are being live streamed on Teamviewer
Sunday 3rd January

Theme: 'What are you waiting for?'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: Luke 2:22-38 NIV
Sunday 10th January

FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: ‘A Truly Radical Church'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: Acts 15:1-29 NIV
Sunday 17th January

COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: ' 'The role of Judah in the Redemption Story'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Genesis 49:8-12, Luke 1:39-45 (NIV)
Sunday 24th January

Sunday 24th January

MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'A Truly Prophetic Church'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: 'Acts 11:19-30'
Sunday 31st January

Theme: 'A Truly Missional Church’
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: 'Acts 13:1-5'

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 31th January, Michael Lovejoy, will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Michael as he prepares to minister to
us especially during these difficult and uncertain times.

Pray for Stan who is unwell. He was admitted to Northwick Park Hospital,
during the week, and had undergoing MRI tests after experiencing stroke
symptoms. Stan has now been discharged home. Continue praying for
both Stan and Margaret's recovery and strength.
Pray Jackie and her family who have the Coronavirus. Jackie, Marni, Paul
(Her brother) have all contracted the virus. Pray for God's healing,
renewed strength and recovery.
Pray for Jean, Alfred and their extended family who also have the
Coronavirus. The family are feeling better but are left feeling exhausted.
Pray for strength and complete recovery. James' care in the community
had to stop due to Covid. Pray for James and his ongoing care.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are going through
difficulty, been/are unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please contact Pastor Michael
Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information on
forthcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your giving. We cannot match God's
generosity, but whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's
placed in the Master's hands for His service. Again, we would want you to
save your tithe/offering until our return to public worship/fellowship or
make deposits directly into our Church Barclays' account,
No: 70317500, Bank Code 20-38-83. Thank you for your continued
support in your giving unto the Lord. May God continue to bless your
giving especially during a time of so much uncertainty in our country and
world due to COVID-19 Virus.

The journey from NAM to AM

The journey from NAM to AM

February 10th 2021 marks three years as a called and inducted Newly
Accredited Baptist Minister. A national Recognition Committee (MRC)
interviewed me recently and formally commended me to become a fully
'accredited minister'. This is indeed a milestone in my God called ministry
journey. I wish to thank everyone who have shared this journey with me
and for your continued prayers and support.
Call to prayer, preparation and patience

Let me begin by saying it is with prayer, excitement and enthusiasm that I
maintain my pastoral ministry call. We live in a very needy world in
constant need of prayer support. For me, prayer comes first. It’s about
seeking God’s guidance by the ministry of the word in prayer. I believe
God called me first to pray, to prepare, and to be patient with His vision,
wisdom and direction as co-workers with Christ.
The mandate to preach the Gospel

The mandate to preach the Gospel in its fullness, without compromise,
drives my ministry. The power and the leading of the Holy Spirit, is an
integral Christian witness in my life. My philosophy of ministry is neither
profound in principle nor radical in application. It is a point of view that
maintains and sustains being honest in being Christ focused, committed to
scripture, and being believer oriented. The spiritual outworking of this
reality should be professed and lived. I believe this type of theological
understanding is relevant and needed if we are going to be effective
disciples making disciples.
Doing Church

Baptist churches may have dramatically different philosophies of ministry
and yet remain Baptist churches. As I reflect on my ministry training and
the NAM process, I know that there is nothing unique about my theological
convictions. However, my theology and philosophy of ministry, determines
my methodology. It determines the way I do Church (Ecclesiology) My
philosophy of ministry consists of a few core values: 1. Upon which a
church should stand. 2. Upon which a church should function. 3. Upon
which a church should strive. I want my ministry vision to be more than
just the church's purposes - the ‘Why?’ of a Church, the ‘What?’ of a
Church, or even the goals and objectives of our Church. I believe, the
local church exists primarily to serve the Lord and our community. For me
prayer comes first, it always should come first. It is about seeking God’s
guidance by the ministry of the word in prayer.
NPBC mission statement 'To know Christ and make Him known'

The mission statement for NPBC is ‘To know Christ and make Him known’
I am no specialist in western secular culture but our churches are required
to engage with it. I believe ministry requires us to engage with the

to engage with it. I believe ministry requires us to engage with the
challenges of modernity in a postmodern age. An integral part of
discipleship is teaching, being relevant and real by contextualising the
Gospel. Doing church within a western secular context is not easy! This
has caused me to question the following: Why is the UK spiritually hard
ground? The unchurched are not pursuing the church today, the
postmodern world considers faith as irrelevant, Unchurched are more
concerned about the now, than the hereafter. Reaching the unchurched
requires much patience and focus on building long-term relationships.
In light of these challenges, ministry continues to engage me in
considering the following: What are the sub-cultures or communities we
currently struggle to reach through existing church and evangelistic
endeavours? How could the church better equipped to reach them? What
would a church service designed to make things more understandable to
these sub-cultures and unchurched look like? How do we hold onto the
gospel whilst contextualising it? How could we implement some ‘missional
thinking’ into an existing set-up? What would it look like to move an
existing church towards being more missionary-minded church? Reflecting
on these ministry challenges, I hope to better equip NPBC to develop its
missional and evangelistic endeavours.
Rev. Michael Lovejoy (Accredited Minister)

We take safeguarding very seriously. Northolt Park Baptist Church has
clear policies and procedures to safeguard children, young people and
adults at risk. A designated Safeguarding Lead provides support to carry
out safeguarding policies. All concerns are reported and, where
necessary, referred to external agencies and police.

Minister's Surgery
Covid-19 notice: Surgery closed until further notice
Minister's surgery is held at NPBC on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would
like to speak to Rev. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him, to make an
appointment, by emailing rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632
9225 (Manse)
Please note: Visits are by appointment only.
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