Sunday 26th May 2019
Northolt Park Baptist Church Weekly Newsletter

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt
Park Baptist Church. This week Revd. Michael
Lovejoy is leading the worship service and Michael
will also be preaching.

This week's scripture reading
(2 Chronicles 7:11-22) NIV
The Lord Appears to Solomon
11 When Solomon had finished the temple of the
Lord and the royal palace, and had succeeded in
carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of
the Lord and in his own palace, 12 the Lord
appeared to him at night and said:
“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this
place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.
13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no
rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send
a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who
are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive
their sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will
be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered
in this place. 16 I have chosen and consecrated this

This Sunday 26th May
'Day of Prayer'
Theme: 'Standing in the
Gap' in prayer.
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Michael
Music Lead: iSingWorship
Scripture: 2 Chronicles
7:11-22
Scripture Reader: Sue
Sunday Club:
Creche:
Greeters: Timi
Teas/Coﬀees: Church
Lunch

in this place. 16 I have chosen and consecrated this
temple so that my Name may be there forever. My
eyes and my heart will always be there.
17 “As for you, if you walk before me faithfully as
David your father did, and do all I command, and
observe my decrees and laws, 18 I will establish
your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your
father when I said, ‘You shall never fail to have a
successor to rule over Israel.’
19 “But if you turn away and forsake the decrees
and commands I have given you and go off to serve
other gods and worship them, 20 then I will uproot
Israel from my land, which I have given them, and
will reject this temple I have consecrated for my
Name. I will make it a byword and an object of
ridicule among all peoples. 21 This temple will
become a heap of rubble. All who pass by will be
appalled and say, ‘Why has the Lord done such a
thing to this land and to this temple?’ 22 People will
answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the Lord, the
God of their ancestors, who brought them out of
Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping
and serving them—that is why he brought all this
disaster on them.’”

Services in May 2019
Sunday 5th May
Theme: Endurance,
Renewal & Restoration
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: John 21:4-24
Scripture Reader:
Margaret R
Music Lead: Dennis
Sunday Club: Janet
Creche: Nicola
Greeters: Roy
Teas/Coﬀees: Sue
Sunday 12th MAY
'Family Service'
Theme: The Lord's Prayer
Speaker: Martin
Hopwood
Worship Lead: Janet
Music Lead: iSingWorship
Scripture: Matthew 5:2,
6:5-15, 7:28-29
Scripture Reader: Yinka
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Sue
Teas/Coﬀees: Lisa

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service 10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

Sunday 19th May
'Communion Service'
Theme: 'Prayer'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Hazel
Scripture: John 17:1-26
Scripture Reader: Sue
Sunday Club: Nicola
Creche: Jenny, Hazel &
Latia
Greeters: TBC
Teas/Coﬀees: Dennis
Farina

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:

Sue Blake

Sunday 26th May

Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny

Sunday 26th May
'Day of Prayer'
'Mission Focus' - Jenny
Theme: 'Standing in the
Gap'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Michael
Music Lead: Dennis

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

Scripture: 2 Chronicles
7:14, 20:12b,
Luke 22:31-32
Scripture Reader: Sue
Sunday Club: Margaret R
Creche: Janet
Greeters: Timi
Teas/Coﬀees: Church
Lunch

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Hazel Gordon
- Dennis
- Janet
- Josephine
- Jenny

The Annual General Meeting was postponed from

The scripture I want to
share with our present
and potential new
deacons is found in Acts
20:28. 28 'Keep watch
over yourselves and all
the flock of which the Holy
Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds
of the church of God,
which he bought with his
own blood. May we

The Annual General Meeting was postponed from
2nd June 2019 to 23rd June 2019. This allows
sufficient time for deacons' elections to take place.
The ballot papers needed to be out 2 weeks before
the AGM. Therefore, ballot papers needs to be out

own blood. May we
remain prayerful, vigilant,
diligent, sober minded,
patient with our pastor
care for one another in
His service.

by Sunday 9th June. Let's remain prayerful as we
seek God's will for our church and for any potential
Deacon nominees.

Let's continue praying as we discuss and plan the
next phase of our church development in His
service.
The Baptist Union is providing a webinar link on
24th May at 1pm for people to watch which is
about advising churches considering major
redevelopment or rebuilds. The webinar link
is https://www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/545367/Redev
eloping_Church_Premises.aspx It may be
informative and helpful in our decision making and
prayer focus.

What do we understand by the term ‘spirituality’?
How would we fashion a working definition of

Please join us to pray:
Through the newspapers,
prayer with rocks, prayer
with leaves to create a
prayer tree, prayer with
Art & Literacy, prayer with
the sands of forgiveness’,
prayer with H2o
(Water), Not sure how to
pray? let's be supported
with A.C.T.S., prayer
through Scriptures, prayer
for NPBC, Mission
prayers, Be Still – Prayer
in silence, Prayer Walk –
Around Church/Local
Community.

Let's pray for our
ministries to bear fruit at
NPBC.
Pray for renewed
vision and revival as we
work in unity. Pray for our
musicians and worship
team. Pray for our
Deacons and for the
nominations and
re/election of our

How would we fashion a working definition of
Christian spirituality? What do we regard as the
essential elements of truly Christian spirituality?
These questions should help support a model of
spirituality which is biblical, a spirituality which
draws from the rich traditions of the Christian
church, and a spirituality which has Jesus at the
centre.
This Sunday 26th May, is our 'Day of Prayer' at
NPBC. The scripture focus for the day is taken
from 2 Chronicles 7:11-22 'if my people, who are
called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.'
Let's be prayerful as we seek God's guidance by
the ministry of His Word. Do invite family friends as
we worship, pray and share fellowship over a bring
and share lunch.

re/election of our
leadership team. Pray for
our Church finances. Pray
for our Sunday Club
teaching staff and
children. Pray for our
young adults in
colleges/universities. Pray
for our Mission outreach
we support. Pray for our
Minister and family. Pray
for the Girl's Brigade.Pray
for our outreach with Food
Bank. Pray for the needs
of past and present
friends and members.
Continue praying the Lord
leads as we work in His
service.

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.

Let us pray for you

Our next Bible study is on Tuesday 21th May
at 10 am. Our studies will be in the book of Job.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com
If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Our next Bible study is on Tuesday 28th May
at 10 am. Our studies will be in the book of Job.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church

NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

The next meeting will be held on 5th June and
there after on the first Wednesday of each month.
ALL ARE MOST WELCOME!

PRAYER MATTERED THEN AND IT MATTERS NOW!

‘Five young college students were spending a Sunday in London, so they went
to hear the famed C.H. Spurgeon preach. While waiting for the doors to open,
the students were greeted by a man who asked, "Gentlemen, let me show you
around. Would you like to see the heating plant of this church?" They were not
particularly interested, for it was a hot day in July. But they didn't want to offend
the stranger, so they consented. The young men were taken down a stairway, a
door was quietly opened, and their guide whispered, "This is our heating plant."

door was quietly opened, and their guide whispered, "This is our heating plant."
Surprised, the students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a blessing on
the service that was soon to begin in the auditorium above. Softly closing the
door, the gentleman then introduced himself. It was Charles Spurgeon.’
In Steven Homes’s introduction to Baptist vision of the Church, he asks the
question: ‘What is distinctive about the Baptist church life?’ In response, most
contemporary Baptists would probably argue there is nothing distinctive about
Baptist ecclesiology. However, Baptist theology is a Christ-centred theology.
The Baptist declaration of principle: ‘that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
God manifest in the flesh, is the sole and absolute authority in all matters
pertaining to faith and practice’. The biblical obligation to ‘act justly, to love
mercy and to walk humbly with our God’ (Micah 6:8) is a challenge within our
contemporary world and it's the vision on which the ‘Five Core Values' for a
Gospel people was founded. The Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) places
an emphasis on the priesthood of all believers. With this comes a responsibility
to commit to prayer and maintain its community vision as summarised: ‘To be a
prophetic community, an inclusive community, a sacrificial community, a
missionary community and a worshipping community.’ In considering the five
core values of the BUGB, Church vision is always context specific that takes
into account our prayer life and communities with all their individualities.
What connects all our ecclesiologies (the way we do church) is prayer. Charles
Haddon Spurgeon, a 19th Century preacher ministered in Victorian England.
Before his fame and popularity he preached in New Park Street Chapel reviving
what was a struggling church. Prayer mattered to Charles Spurgeon's ministry
then and it matters to us all now. Good theology and theological reflection
continues to maintain my ability to prepare, communicate and sustain my
personal relationship with the Lord. Maintaining a good prayer model also
continues to support public ministry. The regular reading and study of scripture
continues to help develop my theology and, importantly, via personal home
visits and telephone communications, continues to also enable an
appropriate pastoral responses. Good communication, in all its forms, is
essential to ministry and in life generally. It maintains excellent relationships,
builds confidence and empowers people. This is evident in both our vertical and
horizontal relationships.
Ultimately, perhaps all Christians should ask themselves certain questions with
regard to their personal prayer life and their church’s mission. Does our church
see itself as sent by God to do His Kingdom work in our community? Do we
think of our church in this way? Have we ever considered how might our
church become less self-absorbed and more committed to reach
our neighbours with the gospel? What is your understanding of being a coworker for Christ?
Let me conclude with a reminding comment on self-care. Thomas Oden in
‘Clinical Pastoral Care’ notes: ‘Caring for the flock cannot occur unless one first
cares for oneself, watches over one’s own welfare, feeds and nurtures one’s
own body and soul’. My prayer is, we commit to pray and seek God's guidance
for our future and work unto His praise. This is made possible through prayer,
therefore, prayer matters!
Love to you all in Christ always,

Love to you all in Christ always,
Pastor Michael

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International ) -David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Living Stones House of Prayer – Cyprus
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade (Local children's Mission Outreach)
Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)

Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8422 8446 (Church Office)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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