SUNDAY 26th JULY 2020

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. This coming Sunday we are planning to present an
online service. Olu Falowo will be live-streaming his sermon
and Jennifer Lovejoy will lead us in a time of prayer and
worship. You are all welcome to join our online worship and
fellowship this coming Sunday.

Scripture Focus I Samuel 24:8-10

8 Then David went out of the cave
and called out to Saul, “My lord the
king!” When Saul looked behind him,
David bowed down and prostrated
himself with his face to the ground. 9
He said to Saul, “Why do you listen
when men say, ‘David is bent on
harming you’? 10 This day you have
seen with your own eyes how the
Lord delivered you into my hands in
the cave. Some urged me to kill you,
but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay
my hand on my lord, because he is
the Lord’s anointed.’

This week's scripture reading
1 Samuel 24:1-10 and 1 Samuel 26:3-13 (NIV)
David Spares Saul’s Life

'After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert
of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out

of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out
to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.
3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to
relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This is
the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands
for you to deal with as you wish.’” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner
of Saul’s robe.
5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6
He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the
Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.” 7 With
these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul.
And Saul left the cave and went his way.
8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When
Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the
ground. 9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on
harming you’? 10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered
you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I
will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed.’
Second reading: 1 Samuel 26:3-13
3 Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but
David stayed in the wilderness. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, 4 he
sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely arrived.
5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where
Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying
inside the camp, with the army encamped around him.
6 David then asked Ahimelek the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother,
“Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?”
“I’ll go with you,” said Abishai.
7 So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep
inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the
soldiers were lying around him.
8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now
let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I won’t strike him twice.”
9 But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord’s
anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the Lord lives,” he said, “the Lord himself
will strike him, or his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish.
11 But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed. Now get the

spear and water jug that are near his head, and let’s go.”
12 So David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw
or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord
had put them into a deep sleep.
13 Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some
distance away; there was a wide space between them.

Olu has kindly offered to support us with his Information Communication Technology
(ICT) experience during these uncertain times. Please see, below. his message
relating to live streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
In light of current circumstances and our inability to meet in person, we are using
Blizz to live stream our Sunday Services. It was great seeing some of the
congregation this past Sunday, to worship together. If you haven't, please download
the Blizz video instructions at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQycik7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and go through the one for your relevant device (i.e.
desktop or phone).
The videos are for Windows and IPhone devices, but a lot of the principles shown
apply to both Mac and Android devices. We will be having 1 Test session (mainly for
first time users) before the Sunday Service session. The session is to ensure that
everyone is familiar with Blizz, the on-line meeting software and to ensure that any
issues are resolved before the Sunday service. For each session you should be able
to see something similar to one of the screens we had last week.

Session Name:
Date:

Sunday Service
26/07/2020 10:30am

Web Address(url):

https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420

Web Address(url):
Meeting ID:

https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the relevant meeting
id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420. The Sunday online service
starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at 10.15 am. This will give some time for
everyone to get logged in before we start service. If you do not have a web-connected
computer or mobile smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package,
you can join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated time
and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please note 0845
numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For those who do not
have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael know and we can arrange for
an alternative way for you to join Sunday service.
If anyone has downloaded Blizz, is comfortable using it, and is willing to help others
download Blizz, please do support one another. We hope to have as many people as
possible joining our service! Please continue to check your email every few hours as
this will be our only way of sending any late-breaking information.

If you are experiencing ICT difficulties please email Olu and cc to Michael.

WORSHIP MUSIC
Worship Lead - Jennifer Lovejoy
Music - iSing/Utube
Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 24:1-10 and
1 Samuel 26:3-13 (NIV)
Sermon - Olu Falowo

COVID-19 VIRUS
All public gatherings are suspended until further notice.
PREACHING / WORSHIP ROTA

The July - September 2020 preaching and worship rotas are
published on the church notice board.
Theme: 'Spiritual Maturity'
SERVICES IN JULY 2020
Sunday 5th July
Theme: 'Spiritual Maturity in Establishing Roots'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Philippians 2:5-11
Sunday 12th July
FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: 'Spiritual Maturity in Weakness'
Speaker: Annette Glaw
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12: 1-10
Sunday 19th July
COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'Spiritual Maturity in Adversity'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Genesis 49:20 – 50:26
Sunday 26th July
MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'Spiritual Maturity in the face of Injustice'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: 1 Samuel 24:1-10 and 1 Samuel 26:3-13

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 2nd August, Dr. Annette Glaw will be bringing the
ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Annette as she prepares to minister to
us especially during these uncertain times.

As already mentioned, in our online Sunday service, last week. Rebekah Rego
has organised a virtual holiday club with Oldfield Baptist Church and had
extended an invitation to any children who we may know to join them. Please
read the instructions on how you can apply for your child, grandchild or any
other children who you think may benefit.
Note that the closing date is July 29th 2020

We are planning to meet, again, on Thursday 30th July at 8pm.
We are planning to hold weekly Deacon's meetings in readiness to reopen.
However, guidance from London Baptist Association (LBA), Baptist Union of
Great Britain (BUGB) and Government legislation for reopening places of
worship needs to be implemented, as applicable, at NPBC. It would be helpful
for all concerned to have read latest LBA, BUGB’s and Government advice,
and have any questions, comments or clarification prepared before we meet.

Let's continue to pray for Roy and Hazel's and their extended families
Their great-grandson, Lamar, passed away. His death is a shock to the
entire family. He was only 20 years old. Our sincere condolences and
prayers go to Roy, Hazel and their extended family during this difficult
time.
We were saddened to hear the recent passing of Martin’s sister in
Jamaica. Our prayers and condolences go to Martin and his extended
family in their loss and bereavement. Continue praying for Martin and
extended family during this difficult time.
Let's also continue praying for all the others who have been bereaved
recently: Remember Joyce, Jean, Margaret G, Val, Josephine, The

recently: Remember Joyce, Jean, Margaret G, Val, Josephine, The
Sharman family and others known to you.
Do also continue to pray for James. He has special needs and recovering
from his seizure. Pray for Alfred, Jean and extended family in their needs
and support of James' recovery.
Can we continue praying for Mahood (Jacob's dad). Mahood's wife
(Mandana) and daughter (Mehrnoosh). Mahood is still trying to make
contact with his family, not knowing their whereabouts. Pray for their entire
family, pray the Lord will keep them all safe, during this COVID pandemic
and lockdown and reunite them soon.
Pray for those in our number who are nationally and internationally away.
Pray for Letia, Timi and Joke, Clement and Bola, Maryham and others
Continue to pray for Roy's brother in his sickness. Pray for his extended
family as they support his care.
Continue to pray for Alisa's mum. She had major surgery. Pray she will
continue to heal and gain her strength and be restored to full health.
Continue to pray for Olu's brother Femi, who lives in Atlanta, Georgia,
USA. We are trusting God for Femi's continued healing and full recovery.
Do continue your prayers for Tanner's mother, Deborah. Pray she will
make a full recovery. Pray also for Tanner's elderly dad and his brother in
their needs and support during this difficult time.
Do continue to pray for Margaret Carey is unwell with another chest
infection. Pray, she recovers and gains strength quickly.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all before the Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it all through prayer and faith in the
Lord.
Whether we are members of the leadership team, church members,
friends or visitors to NPBC, let's all continue to contact each other, pray for
our churches and one another especially during these difficult time with
health concerns and feelings of isolation.

LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com
If you have an urgent and essential prayer concern, please
contact Pastor Michael Lovejoy.
Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Get more information on forthcoming activities at NPBC
on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your generous giving. We cannot match God's generosity, but
whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's placed in the Master's hands for
His service. Again, we would want you to save your tithe/offering until our return to public
worship/fellowship or make a deposits directly into our Church Barclays' account, No:
70317500, Bank Code 20-38-83. Thank you for your continued support in your giving unto
the Lord. May God continue to bless your giving especially during a time of so much
uncertainty in our country and world due to COVID-19 Virus.

Deacons are meeting weekly and are in the process of forming risk
assessments and preparing the safe return to public worship. There's a
considerable amount of work relating to safety of building services, and
implementing government legislation that establishes wellbeing, protection
security and welfare of people gathering for public worship. Do pray for our
leadership team as they gather to work to this end. Much to be undertaken and
implemented before we can reopen. We will continue live-streaming our
Sunday services until further notice. Thank you all for your prayers and
patience, in this endeavour to open safely.

All things Ecological
The Corvid lockdown, has had many of us pottering around our gardens.
The reduction in noise and air pollution was a welcome break in our urban

The reduction in noise and air pollution was a welcome break in our urban
living. The Hymn 'All things bright and beautiful' comes to mind.
Romans is a book about how to get saved and less about our Christian
ecological responsibility. However, Paul makes an interesting theological
connection with creation in Romans 8:19-21: 'For the creation waits in
eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory
of the children of God.'
The central theme of Romans 8 is that the Christian believers be saved
and be liberated from the condemnation of sin and death by the law; they
are free through the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. The glory of our destiny in
Christ is inclusive in 3 phases: 1. All of the creation are anticipating Christ.
2. The hope of faithful Christians. 3. The coming of the Spirit. However, do
we have a 'Green Theology' in this first phase (Romans 8:19-21)? When
you read Romans 8, hermeneutics begs further questions: What does it
mean to be saved? How are we saved from moral, natural and
metaphysical evil? Is there a future for all of creation? Would the earth
have been a better place and be in a better situation without humanity?
Nature is complex thinking from Paul. Paul supports a Christian spirituality
that will change our hearts for the earth. Therefore, if we don't listen to
God's plan of rescue, Paul is telling us something more profound than 'let's
save His creation with our own act'; God is offering us creation care in His
way.
How is stewardship and environmental conservation 'Green Theology'
worked out in practice? Romans 8:18-30 cannot by itself provide a
roadmap for 'Green Theology'. However, do we want to care for creation?
Paul notes that if we do, we have to think of it in terms of the transformation
of believers. We do not need to bring hope to creation. God has already
promised creation an eschatological hope in the form of a 'new creation' on
earth. Instead, we need to live Christian lives, and as believers, we can
fulfil creation's hope as an eternal part of humanity's liberation from sin on
earth. However, we are responsible as stewards of God's creation in the
now and not yet Kingdom of God's continual creative work.
Blessings, in Christ, as always,
Pastor Michael

Please see noticeboard at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
CLOSED DUE TO COVID-19 VIRUS
Minister's surgery held on Tuesdays between 1 pm - 3 pm. If you would like
to speak to Rev'd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.
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