SUNDAY
27th FEBRUARY 2022

MISSION PRAYER FOCUS SUNDAY

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Olu Falowo is our speaker, and Jenny Lovejoy will be
leading worship and mission prayers. This month's mission
prayer focus is on the mission work of Martin and Heike Dolan
who work with Livingstones House of Prayer in Cyprus. Do
continue praying for all our services.

Northolt Park Baptist Church
"TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN"

Public worship at NPBC
'There is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering. The
government suggests that you continue to wear a face covering in crowded and
enclosed spaces where you may come into contact with other people you do
not normally meet.' There are no more extended limits on the number of people
you can meet. This means there are no restrictions on group sizes for attending
communal worship. Legal requirements for social distancing no longer apply,
and you will not need to stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with.
Keeping yourself and others safe

'It is important that we all use personal judgement to manage our own risk. All
of us can play our part by exercising common sense and considering the
risks. Social distancing in a place of worship is now a personal choice. People
are encouraged to respect other attendees and those working who may wish to
adopt a more cautious approach.' We should all consider this and provide the
opportunity and space for others to reduce close contact if they wish. We will
continue to well ventilate before, during and after services to minimise the risks
of covid. NPBC has a duty of care which is reflected in our risk assessments.
Here is a government link for further information on the latest covid
guidance https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-ofplaces-of-worship

This week's scripture readings
Theme: ‘Jesus the light of the world'
Sermon Text: John 9:1-12 (NIV)
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long

happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long
as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and
came home seeing.
8 His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him begging asked,
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that
he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and
then I could see.”
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service -10.30am

Sunday Morning Service -10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting - 6.00pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study - 10.00am (Restart 01.03.2022)
Wednesday Bread for Life - (Alternative Wednesdays) 8.00pm
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wednesday of month) 1.45pm

PREACHING/WORSHIP ROTA (January-March 2022)
I have prayerfully selected the Gospel of John for my series of sermons for
this coming quarter. I believe John has deep theological and practical
application for today's church. The author is mindful of the other Gospel
writers and brings unique insights into biblical history, doctrine, theology
and literacy. It's filled with first-century Judaic cultural feel and nature.
However, I have left the theme and scripture references open to the Holy
Spirit's leading for speakers to discern God's direction and support NPBC.
We live in very uncertain, challenging times, and the Gospels bring
stability and a message of hope for us to be encouraged. The church
needs this life breathed into us as a renewal and revival for 2022.
Revd. Michael Lovejoy

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday morning Bible Study - Michael Lovejoy
Wednesday Fellowship - Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life - Paul Simpson

TUESDAY MORNING - BIBLE STUDY

We plan to restart our Bible study on Tuesday 8th
March at 10 am. Michael Lovejoy will be leading
the study from Luke's Gospel.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON - FELLOWSHIP

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd
March at 1.45 pm. For further information,
contact Hazel Gordon.

WEDNESDAY EVENING - BREAD FOR LIFE

We are excited to offer an opportunity to study
the book of Revelations and share fellowship on
alternative Wednesdays at 8 pm. The next
meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th March.
Michael will be teaching from Revelations 14. For
further information contact Paul Simpson.

SUNDAY 6th FEBRUARY

Theme: 'Jesus brings life in all its fullness.'
Speaker: Dr. Annette Glaw
Scriptures: John 10:1-15 (NIV)
SUNDAY 13th FEBRUARY (Family Service)

Theme: 'The Revelation of the Divine Character'
Speaker: Brett Jordan
Scriptures: Exodus 33:18-23 (NIV)
SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY (Communion Service)

Theme: 'Kingdom Signs'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: John 2:1-11 (NIV)
SUNDAY 27th FEBRUARY (Mission Prayers)
Theme: ‘Jesus the Light of the World'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: John 9:1-12 (NIV)

SPIRIT-EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 6th March, Dr. Annette Glaw will be our
speaker. Pray for Annette as she prepares to minister to us.

DAILY PRAYER REMINDER
Let's continue to pray for all the
items raised during our last meeting
and the prayer request made known
to you this week. "For where two or
three gather in my name, there am I

with them.” (Matthew 18:20)

EALING FOODBANK
All donations support Ealing Foodbank. Please
continue donating. Below is February's shopping
list. Thank you for all your kind donations.

THIS MONTH'S MISSION PRAYER FOCUS
The Mission work of Martin and Heike Dolan with Livingstones House of
Prayer

TOUCH OF LIGHT
'Touch of Light is the outreach ministry of Living Stones House of Prayer. We
have experienced the light of Jesus´ love in our hearts, and we carry that light –
a light of hope and grace. We desire to bring that light to those who need it the
most—reaching the lost and loving the poor. We support the work amongst
women in need, refugees and asylum seekers.
Human Trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery involving the exploitation of
children and adults. We want to see God transforming lives and situations in
Cyprus. We network with churches and other organisations in Cyprus and
Europe to pray, create awareness, and help hands-on.' For more information on
their mission work in Cyprus, open this link https://hopcyprus.org/

Susan Blake's Thanksgiving service was held on Monday 21st February.
Jon and Janet Blake and their extended family have voiced their heartfelt
thanks for all the work and support given by the church family and have
expressed their sincere gratitude. Let's continue to pray for Sue's family in
their bereavement and healing.
Do continue praying for those in our number who are bereaved, going
through difficulty, who are unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.
We can bring so many other needs before the Lord: unemployment,
educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social conditions,
relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's learn
to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please get in touch with Pastor
Michael Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information
on upcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com.

A sacrifice of thanksgiving

18 "Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For seven days, eat
bread made without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed
time in the month of Aviv, for in that month you came out of Egypt.19 "The
first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn
males of your livestock, whether from herd or flock. 20 Redeem the
firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.

firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.
Redeem all your firstborn sons. "No one is to appear before me emptyhanded. 21 "Six days you shall labour, but on the seventh day you shall
rest; even during the ploughing season and harvest, you must rest.
22 "Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat harvest
and the Festival of Ingathering at the turn of the year. 23 Three times a
year, all your men are to appear before the Sovereign Lord, the God of
Israel. (Exodus 34:18-23) NIV
Celebrating harvest is a good thing. It may seem strange to talk about our
Harvest season late winter – early spring. But it's a time when the soil is
prepared for sowing for planting in early spring. It's an opportunity to thank
God for His goodness to us. It also seems to be a festival of the Old
Testament that we continue to celebrate today. Historically, Israel had a
harvest celebration three times in the Jewish year.
All the offerings, tithes and sacrifices were at the heart, to thank God for
bringing them out of a land of slavery to a land of freedom. A land that was
rich and fertile and flowing with milk and honey. God wants the best for His
people. God of the Harvest is most generous. This is what we do – we say
thank you in our harvest. "All good gifts around us are sent from heaven
above, so thank the Lord O thank the Lord for all his love." Of course, we
shouldn't just give thanks at harvest time. We share thanks throughout the
year, every week as we gather on a Sunday, every day as we eat our
meals, we pause and give thanks. This is a fundamental but worthwhile
discipline, and I hope you are encouraged to do it. As the first fruit
is largely a symbolic gesture but an important one. The first represented
the whole. In offering that first portion, they were giving thanks for the
whole. It's saying thank you to God for all that we enjoy – we shouldn't
take it for granted. Putting God first in our lives continues from the Old
Testament into the New and now into the Church age.
Do we please God with our thanksgiving?

Then be willing to give Him the first cut of your produce. Then give God
the first portion of your income. Then give God the first part of your day as
you read His word and pray. Then give God the first day of the week as
you rest from normal labour. Then attend the place of worship with God's
people with thanksgiving. This is what it means to give Jesus a priority in
your life. The first represents the whole. So if you don't get the first bit
right, then the rest won't be proper. Giving God the first and best says
thank you with gratitude, and it's an act of faith, and faith always pleases
God.
God bless,
Pastor Michael

We take safeguarding very seriously.
Northolt Park Baptist Church has
clear policies and procedures to
safeguard children, young people
and adults at risk. A designated
Safeguarding Lead provides support
to carry out safeguarding policies. All
concerns are reported and, where
necessary, referred to external
agencies and police.
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