SUNDAY 28th MARCH 2021
Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park Baptist
Church. Rev. Michael Lovejoy will be bringing the ministry of the
Word to us and Jenny Lovejoy will be leading us in a time of
prayer and worship. The service will be live streamed on
Teamviewer this coming Sunday.

CHURCH CLOSURE
Reflecting on the still significant levels of cases and risk posed on our
local community, and given that the general ‘Stay at Home’ rule remains in
place in England until 29 March, the Minister and Deacons met on
Thursday 25th February and made a decision for NPBC to remain closed
at this stage.
We feel a duty of care, to both act responsibly, and make it a priority to
protect the vulnerable in our church fellowship and within our local
community. We will review the situation at our next Deacons meeting on
25th March. In the meantime, we will continue to pray for our churches
nation and world. Sunday services will continue to be livestreamed on
Teamviewer until further notice.

This week's scripture readings
Acts 9: 1-31 (NIV)

Theme: ‘A Truly Commissioned Church’
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument
to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of
Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”
Saul’s Conversion

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the
Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to
the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged
to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to
Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice
say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go
into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the
sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into
Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink
anything.
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to
him in a vision, “Ananias!”
“Yes, Lord,” he answered.
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to
restore his sight.”
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man
and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he
has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on
your name.”
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument
to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of
Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on
Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on
the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All
those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who
raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And
hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet
Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.
23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews
to kill him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close
watch on the city gates in order to kill him. 25 But his followers took him by
night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.

night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they
were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But
Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how
Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to
him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of
Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem,
speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He talked and debated with
the Hellenistic Jews,[a] but they tried to kill him. 30 When the believers
learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to
Tarsus.
31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a
time of peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.

Olu has kindly offered to continue supporting us by live streaming our
Sunday services using Teamviewer. Please see, below his message
relating to live streaming our service for this coming Sunday.
If you haven't already, please download the Teamviewer video instructions
at https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgbMp-T9wQyci-k7tHM45Hg_jo9l2Q?e=8zIPCi and
go through the one for your relevant device (i.e. desktop or phone). The
videos are for Windows and iPhone devices, but a lot of the principles
shown apply to both Mac and Android devices. We will be having 1 Test
session (mainly for first time users) before the Sunday Service session.
The session is to ensure that everyone is familiar with Teamviewer, the online meeting software and to ensure that any issues are resolved before
the Sunday service. For each session you should be able to see
something similar to one of the screens we had last week.
Session Name:
Date:
Web Address (url):
Meeting ID:

Sunday Service
28/03/2021 at 10:30am
https://go.blizz.com/join/m38264420
m382-644-20

To join by landline, please dial 0845 034 151 0 and then key in the
relevant meeting id. The meeting id for the Sunday Service is 38264420.
The Sunday online service starts at 10.30 am, however, please logon at
10.15 am. This will give some time for everyone to get logged in before we
start service. If you do not have a web-connected computer or mobile
smartphone, but have a free Weekend 0845 landline package, you can
join the meeting by calling the number already mentioned at the stated
time and then key in the relevant meeting id (e.g. m382-644-20). Please
note 0845 numbers are free on the weekend in most phone packages. For
those who do not have access to free 0845 numbers, please let Michael
know and we can arrange for an alternative way for you to join Sunday
service.
If anyone has downloaded Teamviewer, is comfortable using it, and is
willing to help others download Blizz, please do support one another. We
hope to have as many people as possible joining our service! Please
continue to check your email every few hours as this will be our only way

continue to check your email every few hours as this will be our only way
of sending any late-breaking information.

Evangelical Congregational Church in Haskovo, Bulgaria

This coming Sunday Jenny Lovejoy, our Mission
coordinator, will be updating us on the work of ECC and
Pastor Deyan Ivanov, and lead us in prayers. Please
pray for the work and ministry of Evangelical
Congregation Church in Bulgaria. The evangelical
congregational church in Haskovo was established in
1876 by the first American missionaries in Bulgaria.
More information see link http://www.churchhaskovo.com/index.phpoption=com_content&view=articl
e&id=49&Itemid=56&lang=en

The following services are being live streamed on Teamviewer
Sunday 7th March

Theme: 'A Truly Faithful Church'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy

Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scriptures: Revelations 3:7-13 (NIV)
Sunday 14th March

FAMILY SERVICE
Theme: ‘God Truly Cares'
Speaker: Rebekah Rego
Scripture: I Samuel 1:1-19 (NIV)
Sunday 21st March

COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: 'A Truly Powerful Church'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Scriptures: Acts 5:12-21 (NIV)
Sunday 28th March

MISSION PRAYER SERVICE
Theme: 'A Truly Commissioned Church'
Speaker: Rev. Michael Lovejoy
Scripture: Acts 9: 1-31 (NIV)

SPIRIT EMPOWERED MINISTRY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN!
The following Sunday, 4th April, is Easter Sunday. Michael Lovejoy will be
bringing the ministry of the Word to us. Pray for Michael as he prepares to
minister to us.

Do continue praying for those in our number who are bereaved, going
through difficulty, who are unwell, or we have not seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all

mindful of the unspoken requests and needs of others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.
There are so many other needs we can bring before the Lord:
unemployment, educational, financial, emotional, mental health, social
needs, relationship breakdowns...etc. Let's take them all before God. Let's
learn to let go and let God deal with it through prayer and faith in the Lord.
LET US PRAY FOR YOU!
Please email your prayer requests to npbc.pray@gmail.com If you have
an urgent and essential prayer concern, please contact Pastor Michael
Lovejoy. Telephone 020 8632 9225 (Manse) Get more information on
forthcoming activities at NPBC on the church website www.npbc.uk.com

The Church is dependent on your giving. We cannot match God's
generosity, but whatever little we have to give becomes much, when it's
placed in the Master's hands for His service. Again, we would want you to
save your tithe/offering until our return to public worship/fellowship or
make deposits directly into our Church Barclays' account,
No: 70317500, Bank Code 20-38-83. Thank you for your continued
support in your giving unto the Lord. May God continue to bless your
giving especially during a time of so much uncertainty in our country and
world due to COVID-19 virus.

world due to COVID-19 virus.

Thursday 23rd March 2021 was a day of remembrance. On Sunday 26th
April 2020 I published a poem, in our newsletter, entitled 'Breathe In Breathe Out'. It was a short tribute to all our NHS staff and essential
workers in the UK. Covid-19 was a new language and experience in our
world. We acknowledged the NHS with the sounds of clanging pots and
candle light prayer vigils. A day to remember and pray.
'Breathe in - Breathe out'
Cotton fold covered faces, masks on - masks off,
nose bridges burn with index and thumb
sterile gowns ambidextrous unfold and tie
breathe in, breathe out.
Sinusoidal waves peak from time to time,
light before sound rhythmic and comforting
firm hands but gentle hands body rotate
breathe in, breathe out.
ICU or was it - I see you!
Body and mind comatose, PPE sweat brow get rid, suffocating strain
rotation imminent, staff replacement cycle consistent
breathe in, breathe out.
Lockdown, self-isolation and hospitalisation
COVID language of body and mind
but what of the soul and spirit?
breathe in, breathe out.
Light filled rooms, now in vertical gaze
wheeled in, walked out with breathlessness and praise
family unite, always mindful of flatline too greater pain

family unite, always mindful of flatline too greater pain
breathe in, breathed out with thankful praise!
Poem by michael lovejoy 23.04.2020
Thank you to all our NHS staff and essential workers. Bravo! Please keep
supporting one another in prayer and by keeping safe. May God bless us
all during these very uncertain times. One year on. My thoughts and
prayers are with you, mental health and all.
Blessing, in Christ, to you all,
Pastor Michael

We take safeguarding very seriously. Northolt Park Baptist Church
has clear policies and procedures to safeguard children, young
people and adults at risk. A designated Safeguarding Lead provides
support to carry out safeguarding policies. All concerns are reported
and, where necessary, referred to external agencies and police.
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