Sunday 30th June 2019
Northolt Park Baptist Church

Welcome to your weekly newsletter from Northolt Park
Baptist Church. This week Brett Jordan is leading the
worship service and Olu Falowo will be bringing the
ministry of the word.

This week's scripture reading
(Luke 8:4-15) NIV
4 While a large crowd was gathering and people
were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told
this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed.
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6
Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the
plants withered because they had no moisture. 7
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it
and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good
soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times
more than was sown.” When he said this, he called
out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant.
10 He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the
kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others
I speak in parables, so that,
“‘though seeing, they may not see;
though hearing, they may not understand.’
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is
the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the
ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their hearts, so that they may
not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky
ground are the ones who receive the word with joy
when they hear it, but they have no root. They
believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall
away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for

This Sunday 30th June
Theme: 'The Sower sows
the Seed'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Brett
Music Lead: iSingWorship
Scripture: Luke 8:4-15
Scripture Reader: Paul
Sunday Club: Margaret R
Creche: Yinka
Greeters: Naomi
Teas/Coﬀees: Letia, Hazel

Services in July 2019
Sunday 7th July
Theme: 'Vision for
Salvation'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Sue
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: Ephesians 1:123, 2:10
Scripture Reader: Jenny
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Sue
Teas/Coﬀees: Lisa
Sunday 14th July
'Family Service'
Theme: The Mission of
Salvation'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy

away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and
they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil
stands for those with a noble and good heart, who
hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce
a crop.

Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Jenny
Music Lead: iSingWorship
Scripture: Ephesians 2:11
-23, 3:1-:21
Scripture Reader:
Kristiana
Sunday Club: Family
Service
Creche: Family Service
Greeters: Roy
Teas/Coﬀees:
Dennis/Farina

REGULAR ACTIVITIES HELD AT NPBC
Sunday Morning Service 10.30am
Sunday Evening Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10am
Wednesday Fellowship (1st Wed month) - 1.45pm
Wednesday Bread for Life (Alt Weds) 8pm
Thursday Girls Brigade 6pm
Friday Worship Team Music Practice 7.30pm
Refreshments are served after the Sunday service,
so please stay for tea or coffee and a chat.

CONTACTS FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Tuesday morning Bible Study:
Sue Blake
Wednesday Fellowship:
Hazel Gordon
Wednesday Bread for Life:
Paul Simpson
Thursday Girls Brigade:
Rebekah Rego
Friday Worship Practice: Janet, Josephine, Jenny

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Josephine Morris
Janet Yau.

Sunday 21st July
'Communion Service'
Theme: 'The Purpose of
Salvation'
Speaker: Michael Lovejoy
Worship Lead: Josephine
Scripture: Ephesians 4:116
Scripture Reader: Tanner
Servers: Janet/Timi
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Letia
Teas/Coﬀees: Cynthia
Sunday 28th July
'Mission Focus' - Jenny
Theme: 'To Be
Confirmed'
Speaker: Olu Falowo
Worship Lead: Janet
Music Lead: Dennis
Scripture: TBC
Scripture Reader:
Clement
Sunday Club: TBC
Creche: TBC
Greeters: Pat
Teas/Coﬀees: Church
Lunch

Janet Yau.
Yinka Falowo (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

THIS WEEK'S WORSHIP TEAM
Worship Lead
Music
Vocals
Vocals
Vocals

- Brett Jordan
- iSing
- Janet
- Josephine
- Jenny

Baptism and Church Membership Classes will
continue this Sunday directly after service.
Requests for both Baptism and church
membership have been made by: Tanner,
Kristiana, and Jacqueline. If you, or anyone else
you may know, feel may benefit from an
introduction class to the bible or want to be
baptised and want to prepare for church
membership. Please contact our pastor Michael.

Do continue to pray for
Cynthia's nephew Nico
who had recently
undergone heart surgery.
The operation went well
and he's making recovery
with post-operative care.
Pray for Cynthia and
extended family during
this difficult time.

Prayer request from
Pastor Michael. My friend
Revd. Andrew Gilbert was
called to be with the Lord
on 21st June 2019. I had
the pleasure of training for
Baptist Ministry with Andy
at Spurgeons. We
graduated together in July
2016. Andy was called
and inducted at Findon
Valley Free Church as
their Minister. Andy and
his wife Jan were with us
for my induction service at
NPBC. May I request
prayers for Jan (his wife),
extended family and
church during this difficult
time. Andy may well have
lost his personal battle
with cancer, but there is
'Easter' and the hope it
brings for us all. May God
give you eternal rest
Andy. Rest in peace, in
the Lord, my friend.

Jenny requests prayers
for her cousin Dianne who
has suffered a second
stroke in three weeks. Do

Let's continue praying for our church finances to
meet the structural costs and general maintenance

stroke in three weeks. Do
pray for ongoing hospital
treatment. Pray for her
husband, four children
and church during this
difficult time. Dianne's
husband is a Wesleyan
Methodist minister
(Superintendent of
Trinidad and Tobago)

costs of our church. Pray we select the right
contractors to undertake the works that's so
needed to make safe/preserve structural defects
and new works.
Do continue prayer for all
our baptism candidates:
Tanner, Kristiana and
Jacqueline who are
preparing for baptism and
church membership. Pray
also for Jacqueline as she
and others prayerfully
undertake a beginner's
bible class.

Our next Bible study is on Tuesday 2nd July
at 10 am. Our studies will be in the book of Job.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Pray for Olu as he
prepares the ministry of
the word for this coming
Sunday.

The next meeting will be held on 3rd July at
1.45pm. Sue Blake is leading. Please bring
something to share,quiz,scripture reading and
epilogue. Refreshments will be served.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

The next 'Bread for Life' meeting will be on Wednesday
10th July at 8pm. We are studying the book of Judges
chapter 2. Please speak to Paul for further details.

Congratulations to both
Janet and Sue with their
renominations to their
present posts as deacon
and treasurer. The
scripture I want to share
with all our deacons is
found in Acts 20:28. 28
'Keep watch over
yourselves and all the
flock of which the Holy
Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds
of the church of God,
which he bought with his
own blood.' May we
remain prayerful, vigilant,
diligent, sober minded,
patient with our pastor
care for one another in
His service.

Do continue to pray for
those in our number who
are unwell, or have not
seen for a while. Let's be
mindful of the unspoken
requests and needs of
others. Let's bring them all
before the Lord in prayer.

Let us pray for you

Please email your
prayer requests to
npbc.pray@gmail.
com

If you have an
urgent and
important prayer
concern, please
contact Pastor
Michael Lovejoy
Telephone
020 8632 9225 (Manse)

Get more information on
forthcoming activities at
NPBC on the church
website
www.npbc.uk.com

Church – The Image of Trinity
A few weeks ago I reflected on God and Trinity, and asked the question is God a Trinity?
However, this week I want to consider Church as an image of Trinity. Let me introduce you
to Miroslav Volf. Miroslav Volf’s theological background is one of diversity. He was born in
Osijek, Croatia in 1956. He spent most of his childhood living in Novi Sad, Serbia
Yugoslavia. His experiences, as the child of a Pentecostal pastor, were more unusual
considering being a practising Christian at all was a difficult position to be in, to be
identified with evangelical Christians instead of with the traditional Serbian Orthodox or
Croatian Catholic churches was even more extraordinary.
In more recent theological debates on Trinity, Miroslav Volf considers whether Trinitarian

In more recent theological debates on Trinity, Miroslav Volf considers whether Trinitarian
doctrine remains largely alien to the ‘Free Church’ tradition. However, it begs the question
whether there is a correlation to be made between Trinity and ecclesiology (the way we do
church)? If so, how is it being expressed within Baptist Congregationalist practice? This
was a postgraduate study focus, during my ministry formation which had further developed
my Trinitarian theology. Although Trinitarian doctrine is central to Christianity, yet it would
seem it has not been given adequate treatment. One of Miroslav Volf’s aims was to
redress this claim by writing the book, ‘After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the
Trinity’ which aims ‘to spell out a vision of the church as an image of the triune God’.
Biblical understanding of Church
Let me begin with the ‘Church’. The biblical text Matthew 18:20 functions as a central text
for the foundation of Free Church ecclesiology that goes beyond individualism and also
excludes hierarchical constructs. The true church is the church that gathers in Christ’s
name. However, the church must be more than just a gathered community: there must be
a faith commitment, there must be fruit of the Spirit and there must be gospel proclamation.
The true church is the church that meets for the purpose of worship. This gathering of
diverse individuals also shares a foundational unity, just as there is a foundational unity in
the Trinity. Can this, then, be a correlation between the gathered assembly of believers and
the “three-in-one” God who is worshiped? The image of Church in the New Testament
scriptures is well documented through various metaphors: light, salt, a bride, vine
branches, sheep…etc. Can the unity of spirit, as referenced by Christ, be the basics for
correspondence between church and Trinity? John in 17: 20-23 records the Lord’s Prayer
for all believers. ‘That all of them maybe one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one – I in them and you
in me – so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.’ If the communion of love and
unity exists within the deity, as expressed in John 17:23, I therefore would argue, it would
be fitting, based on biblical premise, for church to be imaged as a unity, glory and love as
within Trinitarian deity for the setting of ecclesial communion.
Can Trinity be a model for Church?
Firstly, there is no explicit biblical reference made to trinity. Furthermore, recent theological
debates on Trinity, question whether there is a correlation to be made between Trinity and
ecclesiology. Despite that, we experience love and unity through the ordinances of Christ
(Baptism and Communion). The Church is made up of individuals who are in communion
with one another, and display the working of the Holy Spirit who enables unity. The implicit
nature of scriptures reflect unity and love between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
This unity continues to be shared individually and within groups, at NPBC. Our biblical
teaching certainly makes emphasis and maintains both ‘unity’ and working within a 'bond of
peace’. In reality, however, conflict resolution often entails investigating present and
historical incidents where feelings of resentment are often voiced through very deep-rooted
emotions. These emotions often express themselves in terms of segregation or isolation.
Sentiments ranging from: ‘I will never forgive him/her or ‘I will forgive, but I will never forget’
to ‘feelings of now being ready to forgive completely’ are commonly expressed within the
church body. However, discipleship involves reflective learning. Excellent reflective learning
is a process involving both theory and practice. No one enjoys conflict and criticism. Yet an
integral part of discipleship involves dealing with conflict leading to resolution. Certainly,
Trinity theology that supports a model for unity and love within a bond of peace is to be
supported within a discipleship and pastoral care application especially when dealing with
conflict resolution.

Are there limits to the correlation between Trinity and Church?
Certainly, connections can be made to our various branches of Theology (Study of God);
Soteriology (Doctrine of Salvation) and Ecclesiology (Study of Churches). However, it begs
the question whether there is a correlation to be made, in particular, with how rooted we
are and in how we understand the Trinity. There are thus limits to the ways in which the
present church reflects the Trinity. I would argue, nevertheless, by making reference to
'Baptism' and 'Breaking of Bread'. Both Church and the doctrine of Trinity are connected in
very real practical ways through the Holy Spirit that unites us and are implicitly connected
theologically via scriptures. Therefore, I would, in part, support, a Trinitarian Church model
that can reflect unity within diversity. This is indeed a helpful model to support and
understand church ecclesiology. However, there are limits to this correlation. Church can’t
be known as an image of divine ‘perichoresis’ (relationships of the three persons of the
triune God to one another) correlating by an interpenetrating nature as understood in
Trinity doctrine. There is also the distinction between Church 'universal' and ‘local’ church.
The local church can only be fully realised when it finds itself on the way to its
eschatological (Study of End Times) future. When in the eschaton, the universal Church
(the whole people of God) are assembled in the unity of the Triune God. Enough
theology!
Love to you all in Christ always,
Pastor Michael

THIS MONTH'S MISSION PRAYER FOCUS
David and Margie were very touched by how many responded to the urgent prayer request
for Malcolm, the WEC UK Director designate. The health situation is not resolved, their
request is for continued prayers for Malcolm.
Some shared experiences and prayer requests:
'We enjoyed taking part in the Nigerian missions conference and were very touched by
their gracious welcome. A few individuals wanted to know 'what next' because they felt that
God was clearly calling them into a cross-cultural ministry, which is very encouraging.'
'This letter has been waiting just in case we had news of our second grandchild, but
nothing yet so I thought I would get something written anyway! Ruth would love folk to pray
that the baby comes soon! Otherwise the family are doing well.'
'Our dates for this year have been fluctuating a bit; some are clear, but others are still
rather up in the air. We are trusting that we remain sensitive to God's Spirit for His
direction. We definitely have some changes in our responsibilities.'
'One activity we have committed ourselves to, which has nothing directly to do with Africa,
but maybe indirectly, is to help at one of the WEC summer young peoples' camps. We are
committed to the second week for the teens, (Aug 3-10): Margie in the kitchen and David
helping with lots of things!'
'We have also been asked to share on Mission at one evening meeting. However there is
real need for more adult helpers and also for campers. Please do let this be known in your
churches and groups.Following that we will be helping with the orientation of a couple due
to go to BCS (the WEC school in Senegal)'
Praise
time at the Nigerian conference
opportunities of friendship with M people in this city
time with family and friends
Prayer
Malcolm's second operation and need for healing
working on our programme!
More helpers and campers for WEC Camps
Olelo's family in Empada as they grieve and adjust to life without him
Ruth, Mark and Harvey preparing for the birth of their second child, any day now.

Esther is on call....
We would love more workers for Mozambique and for the peoples of the Horn of
Africa
* Please see mission prayer board for further information and prayer requests.
________________________________________________________________________

Missions/Charities we support at NPBC
Spurgeon’s Children's Charity
Baptist Home Mission Fund
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ (WEC International ) -David and Margie
Whitehorn.
Living Stones House of Prayer – Cyprus
BMS World Mission - Baptist Ministers David and Michelle Mahon
2nd Company Northolt Girls Brigade (Local children's Mission Outreach)
Food Bank (Local Community Outreach)
See mission newsletters on the church notice board for prayer focus.
Please forward any mission prayer focus news to npbc.mission@gmail.com or speak to
Jenny Lovejoy (Mission Coordinator)
* Note any personal and sensitive mission information cannot be published in this
newsletter. Maintaining strictest confidentiality is our priority.

Please see notice board at the back of the church for information
Minister's Surgery at NPBC
Minister's surgery is held on Tuesdays between 1pm - 3pm. If you would like to
speak to Revd. Michael Lovejoy or visit, you can contact him by email
rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com or by telephone on 020 8422 8446 (Church Office)
NB. Visits are by appointment only.

Minister: Revd. Michael Lovejoy
Tel: 07703 408260 or 020 8632 9225 (Manse)
Email: rev.maclovejoy@gmail.com
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